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ORDER REGARDING REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL TERM
AND CONTINUANCE

On February 4, 2010, the parties notified the Court in a Joint Report that they had
“reached an agreement in principle, dispositive of all matter[s] asserted in the Complaint,” and
that they “expect[ed] to have a fully-executed Consent Agreement and Final Order (CA/FO)

within the next thirty (30) days.” Accordingly, by an Order dated February 18, 2010, the Court
directed the parties to file a fully executed CA/FO by March 8, 2010.

On March 5, 2010, Respondent submitted a Request for Additional Term and
Continuance (“Request”). Although the parties explicitly stated in their Joint Report of February
- 4 that they had reached a settlement agreement in principle, Respondent now claims in its

Request that the parties had only “announced that there was a real possibility of arriving at a
mutually agreeable understanding.” Respondent then asserts that “it needs an additional 20 days
to revise the proposed CA/FO, continue discussion[s] on some of its finer points and finalize[] all
conversations in order to arrive at an agreement.” Respondent explains that it was unable to
proceed with discussions concerning the proposed CA/FO between February 28, 2010, and
March 6, 2010, because the mayor of the Municipality of Toa Alta, who, according to
Respondent, must attend to this matter personally, had been out of the country on official
business. For the foregoing reasons, Respondent requests “a continuance and an additional 20 to
30 day period in order to finalize[] all conversations and negotiations pursuant to the filing of the

CA/FO, or for Respondent to determine its next step.” Complainant has indicated that it does not
intend to oppose Respondent’s Request.

Upon éonsideration, the Court will extend the deadline to file a fully executed CA/FO,
but only until March 29, 2010. As the Court has already advised the parties in an Order dated



>

January 7, 2010, negotiations toward a settlement may not continue indefinitely. The “next step’
referred to by Respondent is Respondent submitting its prehearing exchange and the Court
scheduling a hearing to resolve this matter. Accordingly, the Court directs the parties to file a
fully executed CA/FO by March 29, 2010. If the parties are unable to submit a fully executed
CA/FO by that date, the Court directs Respondent to submit its prehearing exchange by April 5,
2010. The Court will then schedule a hearing for May 2010.

So ordered.

William B. Moran
United States Administrative Law Judge

Dated: mdwt» 1§ 2019

Washington, D.C.
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