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Our Vision: To protect and restore the environment for naturally functioning ecosystems and healthy human communities
through the ecosystem and community based approach to solving environmental problems.

The Geographic Unit works pro-actively with other government agencies, communities, tribes, and industry to develop
protection and restoration strategies that address the needs and problems of the whole ecosystem and the community of
people associated with that ecosystem. Through our environmental review and community-based programs, we assess
environmental conditions and trends to identify emerging problems including issues related to salmon. We work across
all EPA programs and help find solutions that are based on the local, social, economic and natural settings.

Key Laws and Policies

»  Section 309 of the Clean Air Act
* National Environmental Policy Act
» Policiesfor Regional Geographic Initiatives

Our Goals

» Lead regiona participation in the environmental review of major federal projects.

»  Promote environmental protection and ecosystem health for federal land management, agriculture,
forestry, and urban development.

» Protect and restore flood plain, near shore, wetland, and riparian habitats.

» Provide a broad-based ecosystem approach in priority geographic areas, which include eastern and
western Oregon, southeastern Idaho, and eastern and central Washington.

What We're Doing to Achieve our Goals

» Working early and pro-actively with other federal, state and local agencies in the environmental
review process

» Reviewing and commenting on environmental impact statements and related documents

* Planning and implementing regional geographic initiatives

» Assisting other programs with their community-based efforts, including agricultural burning and
implementing water quality improvement plans

» Providing technical and policy assistance to communities, agencies and other EPA programs



