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scribe what is in the State’s water quality

rds (WQS) and why it is important for
’- e water protection
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.- _explaln how Alaska’s WQS are developed,
= _ and how EPA reviews and takes action on them
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== To discuss how Tribes may be engaged and
provide input during Alaska’s WQS development
and EPA'’s review and action
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Background ofCIeWL_
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v Orum EEOera WA Polltton Contro
ACT (rf PCA) passed In 1948

e Jeﬁ I\Water Act” (CWA) amendments to
= f‘k PCA passed in 1972

sf . CV\/A establishes the legal authority for
~ many key surface water quality protection
programs
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ve and goals of Cl
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Water Acti (@A) =

S OBjECtive 15 to “festore and maintain the
rmermg.. phyS|caI and bielogical integrity of the
J\Jgr_r.Jor Waters

. C \j_& has several interim goals

‘:..-:- ﬂnterlm goal important to understanding water
= quallty standards (WQS) is:

— “water quality which provides for the protection and
propagation of fish, shellfish and wildlife and provides
for recreation in and on the water,” wherever
attainable
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sUrface W@L@_quallty
Plogiams 4nc|ud|n

> YVelig s.quallty standards (WQS)
0 rmrrr« ened and Impaired waters list

3(d) List™)
*etal maximum daily loads (TMDLS)
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» National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) permit system

* Others (e.qg., effluent limitation guidelines)
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JEederdl requirements for State ™
WOS Include tiat:

v\/ ""-'3uét SPECIy, In regulation
designated uses that are to be protected in
aterbody
::___~—f-=- & crlterla that will protect each use in each
frwaterbody
= QS must also include an antidegradation
' DO|ICV to maintain and protect existing water
guality




WE St Speciiry
designatedilises to
Jf‘:c- WalEerhec

> Dagle ated USes reflect the “goals” of a
WELEN ody

SVhEre attainable, designated uses must

= ficlude

== ~ — protection and propagation of fish, shellfish,
~  and wildlife and

— recreation In and on the water

* Other uses may be designated (e.g.,
agriculture, industrial)
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AlESTMuUSt adopt In
' ro-te_c_@g-d esig

WQ?i Leria
- Uses:

VI he “Rarrative” or nUmeric

> C ruen« must e based on sound scientific
rrug Ie

A national “304(a)” guidance
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-;"'— gwdance modified to reflect site-specific

' ': - conditions, or
- — other scientifically defensible methods
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@ns IR water guality (e.qg., through
rges authorized under a new
_l>}r ES PEermit) are made

The intent of an antidegradation policy Is:
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— —_ 10 ensure that in all cases, water guality
' necessary to support “existing uses” Is
maintained and protected
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f[Ttent of an*antidegradation
y s (cont'd): e

"ro er"u"- natWiherenwaterguality 1ISruetter

I the minimum level necessary to support

shable/swmmable uses, that water

0 Ja lty IS also maintained and protected

gNLESS

= = tArough a public process, some lowering of water

__:_‘ ~  (uality Is deemed to be necessary to allow

Important economic or social development to occur

— {0 ensure that water quality in water bodies of
exceptional recreational or ecological
significance Is maintained and protected
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rlerell poI|C|es affect' how WQS are
' oheg _nd Implemented

ples Include mixing zone and variance

"' | ese general policies are also subject to
— EPA review and approval
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—"li SVelopment and appmvalﬂ.“ -
s AK WOS includes er Steb'?.

AU EVIEWANV @Sl IEaST ONCe every.
Si(ETriennial Review”)

e develops, adopts, and submits new or
Vised elements of their WQS to EPA

o —

J:_fi: reviews and takes action on WQS revisions

= Under its CWA authority

~ » EPA conducts consultations on its action
"~ — Tribal consultation
— Endangered Species Act (ESA) consultation
— Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) consultation
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ADEC individual
Issue review phase,
early drafting

ADEC adoption of final

regulation, public posting,

and submittal to EPA

EPA reviews package for
completeness; “mandatory
duty” clock starts

Tribal ESA/EFH
consultation consultation

EPA drafts
approval/disapproval
decision

|

Final EPA action

AT AR AT
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Sments o EPA’S, reyviewss
ied.in Federal WQS; ationy’
and include:

Merru@ Used and analyses conducted to
SUIPOITIEVISIONS

= Erla sufficient to protect designated uses

%ﬁdegradatlon policy and implementation
= method consistent with regulations

- » Certification by State Attorney General that
WQS were duly adopted pursuant to State law

* Other infermation that will aid EPA Iin evaluating
basis and iImplementation of WQS
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ADEC individual
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dmRaran PollCy (http://www.epa.gov/indian/policyintitvs.htm)

A JrJ Fl‘ < n Policy (http://www.epa.gov/indian/policyintitvs.htm)

\ Ton 10 Tribal Consultation Framework

“ o) _U1tat|on means the process of seeking, discussing, and

on nsideringlthe views of federally recognized tribal governments at the

: rlrest timein EPA Region 10’s decision-making. Consultation generally
means more than simply providing information about what the agency Is
pIahning tordo and allowing comment. Rather, consultation means
respectiul, meaningful, and effective two-way communication that works
toward a consensus reflecting the concerns of the affected federally
recognized tribe(s) before EPA makes its decision or moves forward with
its action.” (http://yosemite.epa.gov/r10/tribal.NSF)
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Ples supperting Trkal=EPA
ItarthE onrAKW@S Tnclude:

SEANECOgNiZes [tS URIgue egal relatlonshlp With
rrJorrl @vernments which includes
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_nltlon of the right of Tribes as sovereign
ernments to self-determination
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210 'knowledgement of the Federal government’s trust

responS|b|I|ty to Tribes

= EPA works with Tribes on a government-to-
government basis to protect the land, air, and
water ini Indian country
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silicicewater guality protection programs

Wil _lify standards (WQS) are centrally important to
C ‘\/\/Ai;%ge
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— —in and provide input during WQS development and
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~_ EPA’s review and action

s EPA would like to conduct constructive and productive
Tribal consultation during development and review of AK
WQS
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