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Mention of trade names or commercial products does not constitute 
endorsement or recommendation for use. Links to non-EPA web 
sites do not imply any official EPA endorsement of or a 
responsibility for the opinions, ideas, data, or products presented at 
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WHY EMBARK ON THE JOURNEY

High customer interest.

Differentiate your company from the 
competition.

Enhance your brand image.

It’s good business.

Right thing to do.



Limited staff resources.

Limited financial resources.

Don’t know where to start.

CHALLENGES
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Establish a champion at the “top” (i.e. VP of 
sustainability). - PLAN

Determine how sustainability affects your 
organization. - DO

Set goals for sustainability (i.e. energy use). -DO

Implement and educate your organization on 
benefit of sustainability. - ACT

Measure your progress toward your 
sustainability goals annually. - REVIEW

HOW
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Potential Sustainable 
Indicators
(http://www.usps.com/green/)

– Eco-friendly Products 
& Services

– Recycling

– Innovation

– Direct and Green

CASE STUDY – US Postal Service



Green packaging

Life cycle (i.e. cradle 
to cradle 
certification)

Tied to carbon 
equivalent reduction
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Indicator – Eco-friendly Products & Services

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Postal Service is the first mailing or shipping company to achieve Cradle to CradleSM certification for our packaging. It’s recyclable, of course. But it's so much more than that. This is environmental "big picture" certification. It starts at the design stage, considers energy and water use through manufacturing, and ends with a product that can be safely recycled. Cradle to CradleSM certification comes from McDonough Braungart Design Chemistry (MBDC).

What does this mean for the Postal Service? A half billion Priority Mail and Express Mail packages and envelopes now meet higher environmental standards as more than 15,000 metric tons of carbon equivalent emissions are prevented each year.

What does it mean for customers? You can send "greener" packages across the country or around the world — it won’t cost you any more. 



We recycle, expanding 
program

We buy and use recycle 
material

We reuse old materials (i.e. 
electronics

Services with Green 
Attributes – Product Take 
Back.
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Indicator – Recycling 



Energy

Alternative Fuel 
Vehicles

Water base inks

Stamps recyclable 
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Indicator – Innovations 
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Q & A

END

sydney.c.randell@usps.gov
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