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POWNAL TANNERY SUPERFUND SITE
NORTH POWNAL, VERMONT
COMMUNITY RELATIONS PLAN

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is currently conducting a remedial action at the
Pownal Tannery Superfund hazardous waste site in North Pownal, Vermont (the “Site”). This
Community Relations Plan identifies issues of community concern and outlines planned EPA activities
to address the site-related informational needs of the North Pownal area. The goal of the community
relations plan for this area is: 1) to help the public understand the activities being undertaken at the
Site and why such measures are to be undertaken; and 2) to assist the public in their understanding of
Site conditions in order to exercise a voice in EPA decisions regarding how to address the risks posed
by the Site.

This document is designed for use by both the public and agency personnel working on the Site. The
EPA is conducting the cleanup of the Site. It is intended that the agencies involved in this remedial
action use this report to better understand and respond to community issues, needs, and concerns.
Citizens are encouraged to use this report to learn whether their particular concerns have been noted
by the EPA and how to become informed and involved during the remedial action to address
contamination at the Site.

The information in this plan is based primarily on discussions conducted in North Pownal with area
residents and town officials on September 11, 2003, as well as observations made through less formal
interviews and conversations with local residents and town officials in the fall of 2003. In general, the
community is aware of the Site and EPA's activities. Many local residents have lived in Pownal for
many years and are knowledgeable about tannery operations and some of the tannery disposal
practices. Many local residents have previously relayed stories of working in the tannery, and of
other information about how the tannery operated, including how waste was handled and disposed.

Citizens or others with concerns not noted in this report are encouraged to contact the EPA at the
address and telephone numbers listed in Appendix A of this document.

This report is organized as follows:

Site Description

Community Profile

Community Involvement and Concerns

Objectives of this Community Relations Program

Planned Community Relations Activities

Timing of Community Relations Activities

Appendix A: List of Contacts and Interested Parties

Appendix B: Information Repository and Suggested Meeting Location
Appendix C: Newspaper Articles Pertaining to the Site
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Site Description

Figure 1 shows the location of the Pownal Tannery Site, located on State Route 346 in the Town of
North Pownal, Bennington County, Vermont. The Site consists of two properties. The southern
property contains the former tannery buildings and the nearby sludge lagoons, and occupies
approximately 30 acres. This property has frontage on State Route 346 to the south, and is bordered
by the Hoosic River to the west, railroad tracks and a residential area to the east, and cornfields to the
north. The property includes five lagoons, several former tannery buildings, and a warehouse. A
landfill was constructed on the second property, located one-half mile south of the tannery process
building and was used by the tannery to receive sludge from the tannery and lagoons.

The Pownal Tanning Company operated the facility from approximately 1935 until 1988 when it filed
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy in 1987 and ceased operations. The tanning of cow and sheep hides used
a variety of processes to remove the animal fats and tissues from the hides, and to prepare the hides
for tanning, coloring, and finishing. From approximately 1937 until 1962, untreated tanning process
wastewater was discharged directly into the Hoosic River via trenches in the basement of the tannery
building complex. A separate process building and lagoon system were constructed during the period
from 1962 through 1971, to receive and provide limited physical treatment of the tannery waste
water. In 1982, a State permitted, lined landfill was constructed on the smaller property to receive
dewatered sludge from the lagoons. The landfill was partially covered. In 1983, a portion of the
lagoons was covered.

A final Site investigation to identify the full nature and extent of site contamination, known as the
Remedial Investigation (RI) and a study to identify potential options for addressing contamination at
the Site, known as the Feasibility Study (FS), was completed in July 2002. A plan detailing EPA’s
preferred alternative to address Site contamination and potential exposure risks was presented to the
community in a Proposed Plan for formal public comment in Summer of 2002 and EPA issued their
selected cleanup alternative in the Record of Decision, dated September 2002.

Cleanup activities on the site were initiated in September 2003, and will continue through September
2004. The cleanup will consist of a large excavation effort to remove up to 10 feet of tannery sludge
from two of the lagoons. The sludge will be blended with inert materials that will absorb moisture
and strengthen the material so that it can be placed in a lined landfill on the site, where it will be
covered with a solid waste cap.

Community Profile
North Pownal is not separately incorporated, but is part of the town of Pownal, Vermont. Pownal

was incorporated in 1767. In the 2000 U.S. Census, the population of North Pownal was determined
to be 3,560.
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Figure 1-1
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The Town has a few small industrial businesses, and several private and commercial farms that
produce milk, fruits and vegetables are located in the Town. Local educational institutions include
only one grammar school (K-6). The middle school and high school are located in Bennington,
Vermont.

North Pownal is governed by a Select Board of five members. Three of the Select Board are elected
for three year terms, on a rotating basis (i.e. one three year term is elected each year), and the other
two members are elected annually for one year terms. The Select Board has governing authority for
the Town, and all budgetary decisions are subject to Select Board approval. All appointments to local
boards are also made by the Select Board.

Community Involvement and Concerns

Bennington County has had significant community exposure to Superfund Site cleanups over the past
several years since there are three other Superfund sites located nearby in the Town of Bennington,
Vermont (Bennington Landfill, Tansitor Electronics, and Burgess Brothers).

In 1998 when EPA last conducted formal community interviews, interest and concern over the
Pownal Tannery Superfund Site was relatively high. EPA has held a number of public meetings at the
site since it was added to the National Priorities List (1998). EPA also produced several Fact Sheets
during this time period to aid in keeping the community informed about site plans and activities.

Since 1998, a number of citizen concerns related to the building and landfill have been addressed,
through a Non-Time Critical Removal Action conducted at the Site.

Nevertheless, community interest and concern remains high at the site. In 1999, the Town of Pownal
was awarded approximately a $100,000 grant from EPA to evaluate redevelopment opportunities at
the site, after cleanup is accomplished. The Town quickly formed a Reuse Committee, comprised of
local residents and town officials, to guide the site evaluation. The Town then hired a planning
consultant to carry out the details of the evaluation, and that project is ongoing.

Despite the various cleanup activities conducted by EPA to address the contamination in the
abandoned buildings and the landfill (Time Critical Removal Action completed by EPA in 1994, and
Non-Time Critical Removal Action completed in December 2000) community concern at the site is
still high, as the lagoons, ground water, and the Hoosic River impacts have not yet been assessed.

A summary of the current citizen and Town concerns is presented below.

Town Reuse of the Site

e The Town is interested in using the Site for a beneficial purpose once the contamination is
addressed. Towards that end, the Town received a $100,000 grant from EPA to study
potential plans for reuse of the Site. The primary Site use being considered by the Town is
for construction of a new waste water treatment plant to alleviate the current condition of
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Public

direct sewage discharge to the river. Additional reuse plans may include nature trails, athletic
fields and other recreational uses that may involve access to the river.

Health & Safety Issues

During the time period when the tannery was operating (the tannery closed in 1987), odors
from the facility were noticeable and objectionable. Once the plant operation ceased, the odor
problem reduced significantly.

Some residents have expressed health concerns over the quality of their water, since there is
no public water supply, and all water used by local residents is from private water wells.

One major concern in the Town is the discharge of raw sewage directly into the Hoosic River.
There is at least one open sewage discharge to the Hoosic River contained within the Site
boundary.

Security

Town residents and officials previously raised issues about site security, as the Site was not
fenced and there were no signs posted to indicate that the area contained hazardous
chemicals. This issue has been largely addressed in the Landfill and former Tannery building
areas through EPA’s recent removal efforts. The Lagoon area is partially fenced, and vehicle
access is restricted by a locked gate, though small off-road vehicles can still gain access in
places. The perimeter of the lagoon area is posted with signs indicating the presence of
hazardous wastes.

Trespassing continues to be a problem in the lagoon area, as local residents use the area for a
variety of recreational purposes including hunting, fishing and off-road motoring.

Objectives of this Community Relations Program

The EPA has developed a focused community relations program to address the needs of the North

Pownal

community expressed during the interviews. A guiding principle of all community relations

activities will be to keep communications as simple and direct as possible, while still providing
sufficient information for people to fully understand what is happening at the Site. The EPA will seek
to educate local residents of the activities occurring at the Site, the purpose of these activities, and
regarding the Superfund process.

The EP

A will work closely with local contacts where possible, to monitor changes in community

concern and to adjust this community relations program as needed.
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Planned Community Relations Activities

The following EPA activities to inform and involve those interested in the Pownal Tannery Site
include actions required by the Superfund law and activities developed specifically to respond to the
interests expressed during interviews with community members.

Establish Information Contacts:
The EPA has named the individuals listed below as contacts for Site information.

Leslie McVickar

EPA - New England, Region 1
1 Congress Street

Suite 1100

Boston, MA 02114-2023
(617) 918-1374

and

Sarah White

EPA - New England, Region 1
1 Congress Street

Suite 1100

Boston, MA 02114-2023
(617) 918-1026

and

Pamela Harting-Barrat

EPA — New England, Region 1
1 Congress Street

Suite 1100

Boston, MA 02114-2023
(617) 918-1318

and

Brian Woods

Vermont Agency for Natural Resources
Department of Environmental Conservation
103 S. Main Street, West Building
Waterbury, Vermont 05671

(802) 241-3885
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The EPA will include the names and phone numbers of these contacts in all public informational
documents and news releases.

Establish and Maintain Information Repositories

The EPA will send fact sheets, technical summaries, site reports, general Superfund information and
other Site related material to the information repository in North Pownal, Vermont and Boston,
Massachusetts to insure information is readily available to all interested parties. The EPA has
established information repositories at the North Pownal Public Library, as well as at the EPA
Records Center in Boston. The address, telephone number, and hours of operation are listed in
Appendix B. The information repository will be maintained for the duration of Superfund related
activities and information will be added as it becomes available. Many of these documents can be
viewed or downloaded from the EPA website:

http://www.epa.gov/superfund/sites/npl/vt. htm#BENNINGTON

Maintain a Site Mailing List

The EPA will include all interested officials, residents, community groups, and news media outlets
serving the North Pownal area on a site mailing list. To promote the widest possible outreach to
interested parties, the EPA will mail all fact sheets, news releases, and other site-related information
to everyone on the mailing list. The EPA will update the mailing list to include anyone who provides
their name and address on sign-in sheets posted at the entrance to public meetings and information
sessions concerning the site. Additionally, fact sheets will include a "coupon" to return to the EPA
for those individuals wanting to be added or deleted from the mailing list. Those wanting to be added
to the list can also write or call one of the contacts listed in Appendix A.

Issue News Releases

The EPA will issue press releases to the news media and to those on the site mailing list to announce
public meetings, public comment periods, initiation of phases of site work, results of site
investigations, the release of reports, and EPA decisions on how to proceed at the Site.

Prepare and Distribute Fact Sheets. The EPA will issue fact sheets as needed to provide
information on the investigation and cleanup of the site, as well as to answer questions raised on any
topic of particular concern to the community regarding the investigation and method to address
contamination.

The EPA will produce additional fact sheets if an issue of concern arises that would best be addressed
by a fact sheet, which can be more comprehensive than a one or two page press release.

While every attempt will be made to minimize the use of technical terminology, some technical and

regulatory language will be used to help the reader understand the process and participate by
commenting on EPA proposals. The EPA will define any technical or other Superfund specific terms
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used. The EPA encourages readers to call or write to the EPA with any questions or comments on
the content or readability of informational fact sheets.

Public Meetings

EPA plans to brief the Select Board on a periodic basis as remedial activities progress.
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APPENDIX A

OFFICIALS, KEY CONTACTS, AND
OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES



Federal Elected Officials

1.

Honorable James M. Jeffords
Member, United States Senate
728 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

(202) 224-5141

Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Member, United States Senate
433 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

(202) 224-4242

Honorable Bernard Sanders
Member, House of Representatives
2202 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

(202) 225-4115

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1.

Leslie McVickar

Remedial Project Manager

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
One Congress Street, Suite 1100 (HBT)
Boston, MA 02203-2211

(617) 918-1374

Sarah White

Community Relations Coordinator

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
One Congress Street, Suite 1100 (RAA)
Boston, MA 02203-2211

(617) 918-1026

State Elected Officials

1.

Shepard, Mark L. (State Senator)
6 Polygraphic Lane

North Bennington, VT 05257

(802) 447-7322



2. Sears, Richard W. (State Senator)
343 Matteson Road
North Bennington, VT 05257
(802) 442-9139

3. Bostow, Bill (State Congressman)
1225 South Stream Road
Pownal, VT 05201
(802) 447-7717

D. Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

1. Brian Woods
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources
Department of Environmental Conservation
103 South Main Street, West Building
Waterbury, VT 05671-0301
(802) 241-3885

E. Local Officials

1. Nelson Brownell, Select Board Chairman
P.O. Box 411
Pownal, VT 05261
(802) 823-7757

2. Harry Percey, Select Board Member
P.O. Box 411
North Pownal, VT 05261
(802) 823-7757

3. Don Prouty, Select Board Member
P.O. Box 411
Pownal, VT 05261
(802) 823-7757

4. Marilyn Gardner, Select Board Member
P.O. Box 411
Pownal, VT 05261
(802) 823-7757



. Harold Marshall, Select Board Member

P.O. Box 411
Pownal, VT 05261
(802) 823-7757

. Bill Hayes, Forest Warden

1945 Maple Grove Road
Bennington, VT 05201
(802) 442-4023

. Vacant, Health Agent

P.O. Box 411
Pownal, VT 05261
(802) 823-7757

. James Gilbert, Health Officer

P.O. Box 411
Pownal, VT 05261
(802) 823-7757

. Craig O'Dell, Chief, Pownal Fire Department

P.O. Box A
Pownal, VT 05261
(802) 823-7757



APPENDIX B

INFORMATION REPOSITORY AND
SUGGESTED MEETING LOCATION



A. Information Repository

1. Solomon Wright Public Library
Main Street
PO Box 400
Pownal, VT 05261
(802) 823-5400

Hours:
Monday, 6:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, 6:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

2. Records Center
EPA - New England, Region 1
1 Congress Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 573-5729

Hours:
Monday-Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
B. Suggested Meeting Location

1. Pownal Elementary School
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EPA accelerating tann
Former Pownal Tanning Co. already de

ly DAVID WILLIAMS

peciatto The Transcript
POWNAL — The former Pow-

al Tarming Co. has been accepted

Oor acceleraied cleznup under the

).S. Environmental Protection

\gency's Slﬁerfund, according to
tate and locaj officials.

This means the site, originally
cheduled for a potentially lengthy
leanup, will be dealt with by fed-
ral authorities much sooner. The
late remains responsible for a por-
on of the cleanup costs.

Since the closing of the mill and
N associated power gencrating fa-
ility abow four years ago. the
ropertics, located on the banks of
it Hoosac River, have been in a
wpidly detcriorating statc. There
main scrious problems with the
roperty despilc & partial clcanup
ipervised by EPA Superfund per-
wnel last spring. - o
During the preliminary cleanup,
arrels apparently conuining wils
wl solvenis were removed from
e 19h cenury structure, and con-
iners of what was apparcntly un-
able solvent. were_expladed-ncars:;_ .]
y- While most entrances have i
:cn boarded up and notices of as< =
°stos ‘contamination posted,. }':‘
nin-link fences sag ‘in phaces’” -
ost windows are broken and there
at least one gaping hole in a wall
rge enough for a child to enter.
The tammery during operation
recialized in the chrome lanning
~ sheepskins. In similar opera-.
ms, the siandard method of
irome tanning involves the use of
wstics for the removal of the
ool and the use of Chromium for
¢ tanning process itself. Chromi-
T is & 1oxic heavy metal, Despite
©© fact the tanming opeTation ap-
trently dumped its refuse, chem;-
t.#0d otherwise into open ‘‘la-
dons’’ near Dean Road, the ques-

. m——ien & i

. I_';)rmcr OWners asll:hc stale’s por-
+ tion_of cleanup ‘éxpenses. Ver-
‘wiont’s, Agency . of  Niwral Re--

tions of serious groundwater con-
lamination remains unanswered.
The Superfund, 2 federal pro-
gram supervised by the EPA, re-
Ws-lhe use of marching funds,
le the Superfund pays 90 per-
cent of the costs associated with

" the cleanup, the state bears respon-
_sibility for the remaining 10 per-

cent

The money is already available
for Verment’s share of the expens-
es. The state will use ‘about $360,-
(00 obtained in judgment against

sources currently controls the mon--

¢ ey, whicH has ben collecting iriter-

'
J

est, since the original judgment on -

Nov. 20, 1992. L
.:Driginally, in a’ public hecaring
o Scpt. 2, 1993, Richard Phillips,
dirccior of enforcemient for the Di-
vision of Nawral Resources, sug-

. gested the settlement might be di-
! verted to other uses. Town minutes
i quote. Phillips as saying, **The de-

. partment has been considering oth- -

jorities for ils use.” ] .
E;“ possibility” the funds could

be divenied to other uses was given

*impetus ‘When Pownal selectmen °

iled 10 file 2 timely application
{':'lr the fends to be used locally.
The situation was apparently re-
golved when Gov. Howard Dean
sided with local usage of the funds
in a letter of Feb. 25, 1994,

“Whether there will remain {unds
to repair other deficiencies stem-

See S'uperfu_@ Page 8

,‘-\ (Continued l:;&] page I}
.Aing from the drmery property is
- l‘mccm:i: but increasingly unlikely

given the problems e
- .There remaine a mumber of
" dwellings in North Pownal origi-
nally constructed for the use of tan-

workers, ing to staie
lm.'v'i|»‘:’t=.lmem.'|, at mof these
houses are smaight-lining, or dis-
-charging household sewage direct-
ly into the Hoosac River. Accord-
ing 10 .mssistant health officer
Melody Cxonavas, there may be an
additional 11. trash -~ .

- Phillips has-stated” his agency
will investigate the other dwellings
when the weathér permits.

- In addition, the Lannery original-

ly supplied water through its own
walcr system to at least some em-
Ployce dwellings. That sysiem,
now the ‘Pownal Water Co., cur-
renily supplies its customers dircct-
ly [rom.an open reservoir, without
treaument of any kind.
. "According to Cannavan, the wa-
ter’ has béen under an “‘order (o
boil”! sinccdt Ieast 1992, and can
be legally classificd as *‘unusable
for any purpose.” Residents have
a1 limes had wree bark and other de-
brix delivered through houschold
fauccts. Residents on the system
arc allempting to form a firc dis-
trict to supply potable water. Since
ownership of the system has passed
on, amy Punm remaining afier the
cleanup are unlikely 10 be used 10
aileviaie the problem.

A date has not yet been set for
final cleanup to begin. As with pre-
liminary work, the EPA is expected
to bring in its owm workers 10 com-
plete the job.

ery cleanup
signated Superfund sit

“Superfund
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Wood .@m:oe manufacturer eyes tannery

JAMES THERRIEN
BANNER STAFF WRITER

POWNAL — The owner of a
wood pellet manufacturing
business in Adams, Mass.,, is
taking a second look at the
former Pownal Tanning Co. site
for possible expansion of his
company.

Averill Cook of Williamstown,
Mass., owncr of Catamount
Pellet Fuel Co., said this week
that .he is exploring the North
Pownal site and availability of
any federal or state assistance
for locating a business there.

After razing most or all of the
existing mill structures at the
site, Cook said his firm would
likely construct new buildings
and seck to use the existing
hydropower facility to power the
manufacturing operation.

The tolal cost, including raz-
ing the former tannery mill
structures and dealing with any
hazardous waste problems,
would “‘cost a couple of million
dollars to really make a viable
business,”’ Cook estimated.

The hazardous waste problems
*“are not insurmountable;” Cook
said, referring 1o the on-site
buried tanning wastes and wasles

inside the factory buildings. The
property has been the site of
testing by the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency, which
is considering placing it on the
hazardous waste Superfund
cleanup list, and the state Age-
ncy of Natural Resources.

Boston & Maine Railroad lines
near the factory and Route 346
make the site desirable from a
shipping and receiving stand-
point, Cook said.

The Catamount Pellet
Co. takes waste wood, card-
board and papers and presses it
into pellcts that can be used like

Fuel.

coal as a fuel, Cook looked at
sites in Pownal, including the
Northeast Wood Products site
and the former tannery, before
establishing his Adams factory in
an industrial park at the former
Amnold Print Works site off
Route 8.

The former tannery closed in
bankruptcy in 1989, The
grounds, buildings, some of
which date back to textile oper-
ations in the 19th century, and a
waste treatment and sludge
dumping site, have been the tar-
get of investigations by envi-
ronmental agencies.

FOR THE RECORD

Weather

Today, morning rain turning to
afternoon showers. High: 60.
Tonight, showers. Low: 42.

Tomorrow, cloudy. High: 50.
For updates call 362-2000.

Hospital

Sunday, Oct, 30
Admissions

Virginia Browe of Bennington.

Monday, Oct. 31

Admilssions

Mary Lou Albert of Benning-
.ton, Anna Mears of Bennington,
Francis Smith of Granville}
N.Y., Robin Wilson of North
Hooesick, N.Y., Harry Cipperly
of Hoosick Falls, N.Y,
Discharges-

Gertrude Butler of Benning-
ton, Karen Gosselin and son of
Bennington, Helen Mentiply of

— 00t el 0 Gl . Y . . —Cathy

BENNINGTON — Benning-
ton County VFW Post 1332 has
announced that the state service
officer of the Veterans of For-
eign Wars will be at their post
on Saturday, Nov. 5, from 9 to
11:30 p.m., to assist veterans
and their dependants in VA re-
lated entitlements.

Meetings

TUESDAY

Shaftsbury School Board

Where: Shaftsbury school

When: Nov. 1, 7 p.m.

On the agenda: Ré-warning of
bond issue, regular business.

Arlington Sclect Board
Where: Fisher School

‘When: Nov 1, 7:30 p.m,

On the agenda: Informational
hearing for ballot,

————— o —

4-0-4

WinFour

1-9-9-0

CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -
Here are the winning numbers
selected Monday in the daily
New Hampshire, Vermont and
Maine lotteries:
Pick 3

9-2-6
Pick 4

5-9-7-1

Court record -

BENNINGTON - Yesterday
in Vermont District Court:

Aimee M.F. St. Hilaire, 19, of
Pownal, pleaded not guilty to a
felony charge of driving to en-
danger on Aug. 18 when police
said she was driving tooc fast for
road conditions and caused an
accident that caused the deaths
pf Maria_ Green and Brandy

lawful restraint and custodial in-
terference, and misdemeanor
charges of domestic assault, vio-
lation of an -abuse prevention
order and contempt of court al-
ter police said he struck a family
member, locked her in a room
and took their child without
permission on Saturday.

Police said the alleged victim
had obtained a restraining order

against Maguire in August, His -

bail was set at $5,000 and he was
lodged at Rutland Correctional
Center.

Pollco blotter

Teen-ager is struck
by car on School Street

BENNINGTON - Police are
jnvestigating a car/pedestrian
accident that occurred yesterday
on School Street,

This bitchhiker |
Kathleen Mills, ¢

AT 4 (A
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pit old tan-

ks Fand e i BRSO e O OSIC RiVer: “The:

luted industrial site in Pownal from timbers are said to b soaked with
going -on the-U.S, Environmenta] - -toxins -— and-build afnodezn plant. ..

Protection Agency's Superfind list, -

SIF T et that thing .go on. thc;_.‘
Superfund -list,: it°d ;be 15 yea
before we could gct it cleaned up
and redcvclo ‘Gov. Howard .
Dean said. “If ‘we're ever’ gomg to
get jobs in Pownal, the tannery is,
one of the fcw placcs i could
happea.”.. SRR
The gove.mor sa1d tie prefened to
havc the State :supervise ithe clean=r-

ing, although -he +still twants ;the:d

federal - govenuncnt to s.harc'-thc
cost.

A~ Connecﬂcut dcvelopa.-

g H

:‘Itixl

on  the-.840:acre’ Pownal; Tanning:,
Co. property from thie First: Nanon-
al Bank of Bostonifor{anundis;:
close;d -sum, dnd is: negot!aung-wlthz
the town on'a scttlcmmt i
taxes, - Ve 1
He i is also bcgmmng mallcs:vmlh
state-and- federal environmentalfof-;
ficials over who_ will pay for the
cleanup Under :a-new- EPA in-’
itiative, the agency can:-rElease
Ex.man from- some or:all:of- the.
liability for Cleanup costs so.he can
take possession of the pmpe:ty andﬂ
build. somcthmg new there. .-
Exman said hc wodd ptobably

- i

The La.nnery and

S

“toxin-filled -

landfill” and. sludgc lagoons sit on

.site -underwent -a. §700Q, 030t
emergericy-cleanp by the EPA last {
year, but much remains to be done, i

o

-

8
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Stat_e Trj:?lng TorBeat E"PA”‘

ill“” i
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POWNAL (AP) — State’fa\f‘s%ﬁ' k

-r are lobbying to_keep & i_pollufed. in®
dustt:r&l site=in~Pownal “from™ gomg

State t‘i-"ies

w_iritli =state and federal: - erivirons,

R TheA.ssadated Press - e i
:-mcntal officials® over ‘who : vfclllw

il

il

. POWNAL — State ofﬁcnals
- are lobbymg to kcep :a pollufed™
mdustnal site in" Pownal from

going on the U.S.. Envxronmcn—-

tal Protection ABCI‘ICYS Super- “costs so: he, cani;take ‘possession -

“of" the property and -build so
,‘thmg new.there. - " Z— 1

- Exmdn said* he would proba-'

fund list, ™. 1:: .

"L lcl: that thmg go on. the.

"-'Superfund List, it’d- be' 15 years.

before™ wc”@buld -getit icleaned :-
up and redeveloped,” --Gov:*

Howard Dean said.- “If we're

‘ever going to- get _]ObS in Pow-

.nal,-the tannery is one of the
few places it could happen 2

The govemor sald he pre-

ferred to -have the' state super-.
vise .the cleamng, although he,
 still wants_the. federal govern—,

. ment to share the ¢ cost

, A Conncctlcut dcvcloper
Jan . Exman, has bought the’
morgage on the. 840-acrc Pow-.
nal. Tanning Co . Property from

pay”-for the cleanup “Undek: 2

-.new EPA’ mltlatwe,.the agency;
~'cin Yelease Exnian frofm: some 205
~all .of the liability,.for, c[e.anup«-'

bly knock dovin ithe’. tannery.

bulldmg — its -bricks  and timb-"-

ers are said.to-be'soaked with "
toxins- — ‘and bl.l!ld a modern
plant )

The tannery - and lts toxm-
‘filled landfill and sludge lagoons’

sit on fhe barks: .of the Hoosxc '

River.. The .§ite” underwent 4 .

" $700,000. cmergency clcanup by
'gthe EPA last- year, but much

remains to be done

Conolly said- the 50ils atound-the -

L EPA.. site ™ managér Tcrry_-

e ant are full o_f_lcad chromlut_n'-_'_-j

e U.S. Environmental Protec. )

t:on ‘Ageney’s Superfiind l:st S
"“Ff 1 let that thing g0 on the Su-
perfund list, it'd be 15 years before...‘
we could get it ‘cleaned” uptandire;
developed;" ‘Gov.- Howard: Déan’ }

saidr “If we're ever gomg‘_-to get JObS.
in Powngl, the tannery.is oni¢" of
the few places it could happen.". i
.The governor said he preferred to '
have the state superwse ‘the .clean.”
ing, although he still wants the fed- .

s e

eral government to share the’ ‘cost.

A-Connecticut developer, Jan:’
Exman, has bought the mortgage:
on the 840-acre Pownal ‘Tanning

. . Co. property fromi the .First: ‘Na- .
«tioral Bank of B05ton for an’ undls'

closed sum, and is negotiating with .

‘the, town" on a settlement for back

taxes, © - .

ficials 'Qve'r who fwill"--pay.-for' (I
cleanup.- Under a”hew EPA™ initig- -
tive, the agency ¢an release ¥rian .

from some or all of the- llab111ty for .

the First National Bank of Bos: “tillates and low:1evels of dioxins| - - Eléanpeasts so Hegam takEPossi

ton: for an undlsclosed ‘sum. and

3 aFtdnne e T q'f'.t_he propert; _bii

S 1hcgot1atmg with:the. town on, s‘ft‘o' 'EtudyJ “Si {1 somrlthfng'jnew the -
asctt[emcnt f°r back taxes._.':. - extent of the. contamlnatto : K Extrcnzmsaldhhé S d:prﬁbam
Hc (s also begmmng talks *the: s1te, he sald o nock down the’decrépit old jta

Lo IR

-fiety buiilding =~ its bricks and timy’
bers are said to be soaked with ‘togs:
ins — and build a modern plant ]
_ The tannery and its- ‘toxin: ﬁl[ed,-
landfill and sludge” lagoons sit on!
the banks of the Hgosic' River. The-
site underwent. a_$700,000 emét
gency cleanup by the EPA las
year, but much remains to be don&f:
.EPAsite manager Terry Conolly T
-said the soils around the plant are
"full of lead. chromium, orgamc sol- -
vents, petroleum dlstlllates and low
’ levc]s of dioxins — not unusual for
a tannery. The EPA intends to
study the axtent of the contamina-
tion at the site, he said. :

——
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State,:wémts cleanip
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POWNAL (AP) -~ State offu:xals ofﬁcxals over who wﬂl Bay for the
;are -lobbying to keep a po]luted -~ eleanup. Under a néw EPA initia:
mdustrml site” ‘in Pownal from g : twe the agency can release Ex-

*ing “on -the~U.S. Envirénmental”- ' manfrom sorng-orall of the habll-

_ Protectmn Agency s Superfund ity for cleanup costs:sohe can; take
list.;- 4, . possession of: the _prnperty and

"If X let that thmg go on the build somethmg néw there.
Superfund list, if'd be 15 years i Ekiman said’ e Would’ probably
before we’ could get it cleaned u"" knock down the decrepxt old-t4n-
and redevelopéd,” Gov.: Howard “nery::building > '~ its: ‘bricks" and
Dean said. “If we'fe ever going to - timbers are said to be spaked with

get:jobs in.Pownal, the:tannery-is: toxms — and budd a modem
‘one of the few places it could hap- : Iﬁ«'mt
pen,” "The tannery and its toxin- ﬁlied

The governor sa:d he preren-ed ‘labidfill -and ‘shidfe. 1agodns:sit ‘on
to' have' the sfate supervise ‘the " thebanks.of the:Hoosic River. The
cleaning;: although he still wants - “site ;underwent . a - 700,000 emer-
.the: iederal govet;mnent to:. share gency cleanup b,v the EPA last
the cost . . year, _ but much remams to 'be

A ‘Conn&ctmut developer Jan. ‘dope.’ 7 LS -

. ‘Exmati; has bought ths mortgage * - EPA site manage:ATerry-Con«
“on’-the' ‘340-abre YPounal  Tarining! olfymd the soils"around:the;plant-
Co. property:frotny the. First :Na-}- jare: fulli. of ;lead, <chromium, co-3
txonaL‘Bank of .Boston for.an un-; gamc l.*;oh.'ents ,petroleum distil-.
d:scluqed sum, anEl is negotlatmg lates’ and 1ow levéls -of d.mxiﬁs,",
mth_the‘town on 4 settlement for ° ROt unusual for 'a tanxfé ;*The
‘bagkitageg it 30 i8Rl HAx f EPAYRERUS tE study#hes extent’:of
3 He fxs.a!so*beguinmg,talksimth thezcontarmnahon at .the site;ihe

ssfateiand, federal,renvuonmental -35aid; wis ¥ e pendalipal {"
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- POWNALIL Concerried thay the,_ Placé the tannery on the Superfund
former, Pownal tannery may be de-. list is likely 0 ;dépénd .dpon -the
ared a“Superfund:ite, state of.- “suite of remedies” that are pro-
Aeials areuaging the,U;ScEnviron-  posed and theircost., -~ %,
;ae'ni_;_a‘lf,t.JBEOI!—*cti,q:;;_-.-A'g‘a‘h’cy;:-.tu_. “What ﬂw-stat_e iy looking forris
strmline the cleasiip process and , a8, dgreement with the EPA that
help:redevelop the old mill"} ", ~* thé 'site, if it's listed, will move
i Thitaﬂnﬂry,WbJCha-SISS*beSIdﬁ thmughthtf Superﬁmd pI’OCESE 1 a
si¢ River, s Undéraane an . Hiiely fashion and that NPL listigg
wion o Gmergéncy - Won't act Y
‘clednup by~ potential redevelopment,”: said
. the YEPA. ' Woods, '

: R

;thet Washingtonlplane . kind pf certainty into the Superfupd

N
. Sy owa e g2

- procass,” Woods added. “We're! t;

qﬁﬁe?ﬁsﬁ.‘- I T« I
edevelopmentaf e mill " this particilar site and wore tryfng
“gthhmwlmn 't g themi: ivolved in' the paten-

ward ., this'property, They have 2 nation-

"W projects that are siicoesses.” -

1x 44, pang 16 Yetun 1 .
annery:nextimbnthgo it can per- - willinigness fo invest'iore time #hd
+form.frathery extersfys investiga-: morgyon the tannéry is.an encour-
-Hon:worlt,"Faccordingito . Briah ~ ggngsigmy v pol

erildStaff..© .. -Woods said the decisich whethisd to. |

i¢y ::}on't act as an impediment toiapy -
eytsiregional office K réo. . . “The, state 1s fxying tobiing some
ing,to get the EPA to: think aboat,

cidls fear that wobld imis . ways of streailining the,processlat |

of 8 wide fedevelopnicne iilistive ghd .
- Hhey're ety anxiong 1o be involyed

Hirh tothe HE ::l!.i“ir:-i-'ti' A fl]-’to-.'wcood's‘h -t-he EPK'E- .

b[é:z los

: orp AN T . A 5 . . N -::"
- Woodsi s hatérdius'inateials epe- - . agirang, with fiids tight, they

-cialist pith the dtate Departivent of  vionld-be very reluctant fo devbre |
Envizonientdl Conferiation - régouress 10 a site that's not onthe !
ot remedisl division will ‘NI offiially,” said Woods. “Buigjr |
...determive . what chemig TRAI o g T ik
¥ ofgherkite and how mychof a xisk. . (See PagedTannery)
~- : P
L2 LD ALl O a8 ML & gt A — T e Lo e '-——-I——“_

e ixthis. case, because of the poteritial the bulk of the cleanup, with the

in(, isxedevelopment issue and the poten-  state contributing 10 ent
twy  -ctial for success they might sea there cost, according tggwooﬁ,‘;‘fc nt of the

e Pl

WEe gy
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—and dleo because they see it as an The tanne . “
a0 . . ry becarn .
gOPporiunity for good things to hap- - phaneg gite” after the P:w;:] ’1‘::.
.;ggﬁj :,@l:;;gonmentally — they're ning Co. declared bankruptey and
?'&5 28 to step forward o dospme of  gpyg down _operations in'.1988, ac. -
i¥

work.even before the NPL, Yst. cording to Woods. In 1992, the com: -

«citag: :And that's a good sign, it shaws . Pany’s corporate officers sgreed to

t they are.interested in a way pay. the. state $870,000 towards.

they normally wouldn’t he.” ‘eleaning up the pro ;
. 08,7 pertyr . .
A’ We think we can ‘come to some  The settlement capped a five-yeay -
.J:;?dd of: understanding,” Woods “effort to force the company and its
osaid. . .
:If the tannery makes the Super:  the illegal dump;s
It M _ ing of
fund list, t_hen- the EPA will pay for wastea.g wie o hlagardm.m

m

executives to take responsibility for
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ustion on ths fortier North Py
18l unrery con; recom- e coment fence s up
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player in the tannery's funmre. )

Should the town use its curent Iy development grant. The dcad-
community developmen grant  loe for the grant had been ex
cu:cmdSUbilizzthcun.nc:ybe_ mﬂdprocmdmmmunnu‘f .
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By ERNESTO A. BURDEN
North Adams Transcript

POWNAL, Vt. — Lance Mai-
Fon. executive director of the

leanington  County Industrial
Orporation, met with the Board
f Selectmen Thursday night to
Pcommend what steps the town
nould ke regarding the North
ownal Tannery site,
A structural evaluation re-
ed that ar least one of the tap-
buildings must be demol-
.Soon and recommendad
alvaging the other two. But
Ce leaming the results of the
in January, the board hag
unsure how to proceed,
State officials recently ' sug-
tsted the board seek {egal ad.
IC2 on such issues ag ownership
" the tannery and hazardous
aste liability. Maueson will dis-
ibute request for proposal
‘FP) forms 10 a selection of law
s the board chooses.
~—

_ The town will use money from
Its  community development
grant 1o pay for the services and

Will not spend more than $10,- .
000, pen

““The $5,000 to $10,000 range

is realistic,” Matteson told the

board. ““You want 1o get your
moneyl: l:.:onh. and you want
Ye some experi

with this issue, ™ penece

The board bopes to aain 2
comprehensive writlen report
from ihe legal advisers, which
clarifies the implications of hold-
Mg 2 1ax sale and assuming town -

Déssman Jan Exman has the '
mortgage papers. But the Flynns :
bave not been in contact with the .
town about the site’s status, :
The board plans 10 write to the
owners to find out where they
stand legaily. *‘We just want 1o -
bring them om board;" Chairman *

Frank Lamb said. “If they don'l1'
want to be oo board, they can
Jjump off the train.**

Selectman Henry Sirohmaier

pointed out, ““They’re the right- .
ful owners, whether they owe °

taxes or not. We should find out

. their plans."

“It's a very civilized thing 1o
do,"* Matteson observed.

The board and Matteson
agreed the town’s Attomey Mar-
"garet Lillie and state agencies in-
volved with the tannery project
should be included in the legal
process.

Selectman Nelson Brownell
said Lillie already has done re-
search on the site.

Matteson offered to map out a
strategic plan of action for the
board.

“At least we have the engi-
neering report, and several inbl:r-
ested parties zre inquiring about
the property,” be noted. **We
have some of the legal pieces of

Ihe puzzle. a.llhough we don't’

l;h:ve all of them yet We Ell:K
ve something from the

this summer. At least we'll have
something informal, -

**This is to-give the town and
the Select Board an idea of the
choices... what are the options?"' -

The town has not received any
conclusive reports from the Envi-
ronmeatal Protection Agency on

.{he hazardous waste materials at .

the site, but Matieson said the
EPA has been taking samples for
e it sicinings

. initial screenings seem
to be encouraging about the part
of the building \that’s sal-
vagable," he said, adding board
members should *‘keep the heat
on elected ives in
Washington for the EPA 10 move
28 quickly and geserously as they
can oa this site.” L.

. Matteson will meet with the
board again soon regarding the

Povmal to seek legal advice on tannery
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w m “ Al one lime, the tannery |
wdﬁ @@@ No | owned about 900 acres of most- ] - .
i Iy wooded land around the 19th | - :
: mmmwm W@ “ no.:._m__ miil m:mu. annrcomhmﬂ w re
stretching west from the ban
- | M... .__,5 Hoosic River into New Uﬁﬁﬁﬂ@ﬂw@ﬂ. mﬁm.—.ﬂw WQH.@G osu
. | ork state. .o '
. %-Q chﬁwgmm Exman also is asking the couzt Eﬁ?ﬁr from Page { awmﬁ_,.nﬂawﬂwaﬂ_ mh_sw. wwo% Mﬁw
. to order the four defendants 10 “Towin Agent Margaret Lillie to ww .,m._immwo granted 2 writ of
,ﬂmmﬂhﬂwww % } either pay all the om_% fanding ¥di5cuss the legal implications e mWn B perty.
q_wo:mmm_n balance ($370,030), | fox Pownal, which is owed more PO A separate motion asks that
X L plus taxes owed and mamte- = Fipa’ 200,000 in back laxes. the redemption period for any-
O Nac ”@HW =.\En.uH —q_u_.:.msnn Eﬁ oa,.n._.. COsls sx¥ Cormier said, roﬂncw.—.. n_:..m ishing 10 pay all the out-
. or relinquish their rights to the PYRES town i5 sitting Drey awha e_w.sm.nm@ (s 10 tAKE POSSES-
JAMES THERRIEN M.a_mﬂ_wmn ¢ said it s notikély \ nsifice Exroan still would have _,,.o S e ened to 30 days
. Staff Writer . thedefunct m.o,_ﬁw_ %u““m.m i Mo I vredch some agreement i_:m w—“ from the date of a judgment 10
. POWNAL — The developer will move 10 pay the costs “The aout before Seling B D is  allow the plaintif e e ot
, who holds a mortgage on the faétory closed in 1988.:and:the ) E......nmm..ﬂ._ﬁ o 13 hold .w.h.:_ec_.....whrﬁm.mnoupnm.nﬁum it
: former Pownal Tanning Co. owners declared bankruptey. 3 ..&m?m.x ﬁm: ..”__wognmmm? entesing ~ selling sCasOnL- . s »omnm_m,
property is seeking to foreclose " The other defendants. are .,ﬁ.wnﬂm.: v ns with the town Cormiet said he 1s _“m defen-
“on several hundred acres of naiied as defendants eganse 2 any ..n_%mﬂuﬂwwm what responss Em.ro— wnmu& of'
_uﬂm surrounding the vacant - they hold-liens on the property. ownw”n %ﬁmﬁ.:_.m the properiy’s %JWM&#MMMWR%SWE nat
milt. The Agency of Nawmal s e e e bank, DNatmral RS -
Jan Exman of Durham, Conn., . Nawpa_.nnm .E%w: altachroéntfor | Mortgags hﬂ%oﬁ%nﬁ firm  Object, he m&m. begause My%muwm_n
filed the action. in Benningion $175,000 for pollution cleanup mxn_a_._ww the rights to the amount tuted areas of the Prop
Superior Coert through his costs; the Depariment of Takes Acam ed o mwm million most- Mot aifected. t be reached
Pownal Development Corp. The is owed $39,155 for sales dnd st oi: eh::wd took owt in _ Exman nacaawomaama&. He
suit names as deferdants the usé and withhelding 1axss; and gogs ! mcﬁ four years before for gomment mompiaﬁ_,mﬂ in
bankrupt Pownal Tanning Co., Staff Industeies Inc, is a'piivate 1984, 2 " ceased. The balance also has expres dilapidated fac-
the Vermont Agency of Natural fiem that obtained  lLiens e, and interest was  developing e t can be
Resources, Vermont tetaliing 325,895 for work and .awmmzcmm”msw%mﬁ& 15, tory if an »wan%m_w_.osao:s_
Department of Taxes, and Staff equipment supplied to thie dan- 3 2 the suit asks 1he court 10 reached of ih2
Industries Inc., a private firm nery owners during the 2080s. ._M.. ‘the priority oﬁ.ﬁ.:a defen- probiems.
. with a lien on the property. The Town of Pownal is nol a Hefme (e P
FLEEN ) Exman. who purchased the party in the swit. “T hayen™t a
- .~ property's culstanding mort- clue at this point,” Seiect Board
- ~. gage from the First National Chairman Frank Lamd said
2 MH m/.h\ w....:r of Boston in 1995, wants Wednesday of the court action.
e t¢ foreclose am all ithe lands He said he plans 10 megs with
s A W..o . except for the factory site itself, 1 T
1, . according 1o his attorney, James Please see POWNAL, Page 12
<N Caormier. The polluted tannery ~ R
> .‘vu/ site is stili being evaluated by |
= © federal and state agencies to

/l dewrmine, what type of cleanup

—— e IS xe0UNTEd, am—— A —— - —
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Fi'réﬁghiterg.’- “We
were lucky this time

o T T i

Staff Whiter

POWNAL - Firefighters rushed into action, -
Thursday when a fire was Teported at the_
Pownal Tanmery. =7 ikl

They called for backup, summoning 4 fire
company 'from Bennington :and- two. from "
Williamstown, Mass. Luckily, the fire tumed
out to-be a brush fire on the back side of the -
former tannery. - - -

The pile of burning driftwood, which offi+
cials say is suspicious, "was extinguished
quickly, preventing flames or embers from
reaching the interior of the large abandoned
building.

“We were lucky this time,” said David
O’Dell, president of the Pownal Center Fire
Department, expressing dismay at what *
would happen if the inside of the building
ever caught fire. '

O'Dell said officials from the environmen- S T .
tal protection agency told fircfighters not O Firefighters were called Thursday to a fire at the abandoned tannery
Please see LUCKY, Page 12 brush fire did not involve the building, but offlcials catled It suspiclou
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bers were given the lowdown
Thufsday on what they can'do to
gét'some. or all of the $200,000 in
B taxes owed the town for the aban-
@ doned Pownal Tanncry.
Attorney. Peter Van Qot told
board members they can either
s.take a passive role and wait for the
" property to be sold, which would -
result in the taxes being paid in
.order to get the land deed, they
@l could take a more aggressive role

S - and set up a tax sale for the prop-
“erty, or they could try to sue the
Pownal Tanning Company, which
has filed for bankruptcy.
~ “I’s a complex and challenging
. - site with a lot of different play-

ers,” said Van Oot, who was hired
‘with community development
-grant money. ,

. The environmentally hazardous

site is: still legally:owned by the
“Pownal Tanning Company whose
principals are John Flynn and
Son, Inc., Van Oot explained. Jan
- Exman . and ‘the Pownal
Development Corp. hold the
' mopigage-on the property.

Exrnan is currently attempting to
subdivide the property and fore-
‘close on approximately 1,000
acres of woodlands that are not
contaminated, according to Van
Oot. He doesn™t want the rest of
the property, which cansists of the
large mill area, a lormer hydro-

- power dam, 22 acres of lagoons
and a 7-acre lined landfill site.

The state of Vermont is contest-
ing Exman’s attempt to foreclose
on only a portion of the property,
Van Oot told the board. But if he
is successful in foreclosing on the

. E L. ‘ . Photos by Jamas Themien
Yiretighters were called Thursday to a fire at the abandoned tannery in Pownal. The
wrush fire did not involve the bullding, but officials called it suspicious. Please see DUE, Page 12
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hf at:me:SitG.;-_:;l:" [ it
1f the property is pu’"‘i’ﬁ%i‘
sale, the tOWD may at least get its
tax money and someorie 10 ke |

spons'\bility for the plean UP: |
yan Oot said- He reconit endedd -
tax sale. -

tuman, Hayes said, due 0 its sur-
roudings- There ar¢ currently 10
suspects in the 11230 ank fire.
officials sad. 77
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%' PQWNAL — The federal
viroamental -  Protection
Agency has ¢leared Pownal fire-
fighters to*combat any fires at
khe former Pownal Tanning Co.
mill as normal structure fires.,
Tom Depollo, chairman of the
county's' ™ Local Emergency

fighter with the Bennington Fire
Department, said that after a
‘request - for clarification he
received the approval recently
‘from :lhe;-EEA'i_pBoston office.
He has notified Pownal Valley
lE"'i.re. Department of the change.

Planning Committee and a fire--

An EPA cleanup project

a few years ago appar-

“ently removed stored

. harzardous materials
and the worst of the

potlution from the mill.

" The federal agency had at one
time restricted fighting or even

‘pouring water on any. blaze at

the vacant factory without prior
EPA approval. Agency officials
were concerned about toxic
emissions in smoke and that

EPA: Treat any tannery fires as normal

materials stored in the mill
might run off with water into the
nearby Hoosic River.

However, an EPA cleanup pro-
ject a few years ago apparently
removed stored hazardous mate-
rials and the worst of the pollu-
tion from the mill, Depollo said.

He.said he contacted the EPA
following a July 24 fire at the
site, which he responded to as a
part of the countywide planning

group. Pownal firefighters said -

at the time that they still were
operating under the EPA"s previ-
ous instructions, prohibiting the
use of water on the building.
The July 24 fire turned out to

be a bonfire set by ju'vcnifé
against the back wall of the
brick factory, which did not

. spread to the interior.

Concerns also have been
voiced privately by fire officials
that a fire at the Route 346 mill
would pose significant hazards
for firefighters — even without
the threat of hazardous materi-
als. Floors are buckling and sec-
tions of the three-story brick
structure have crumbling walls
and appear a threat to collapse
in the event of a fire, -

The mill has been vacant since
the tanning firm filed for bank-
ruptcy about nine years ago.
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P Mandfil will sps
. ithe mess an, perpetually momtont
: i'lforleajmge 1

‘graund funo
’ ”muncxpal

bl BTT =512 BEURNE

oy

et ——— - - -

ove 1ts head.
m cleanup

i = deal; the Edvironmental
 {Protection Agency, thestate and 13 .-

. icorfipanies hpld'responsible for dump- | :
:\ing hazardons wasee at the now-cloged |-

Under

nd $7.8 million to cap

“And mice {o'ste they're makmg

T headway in Benmng:on on ancther - -

‘Superfund site, 2 town-owned landfill -

" ‘riddleéd with PCBs-and ather rsidue '
“:dumped thés by 18 manufacturers. . -
-} Last‘munlfh, EPA signed offonan ‘-
158 miltion pllan thdt will allow the:
“ifOWT to-$Ap- e].andﬁ]l and design’ a ."

isystent tQ colfect polluted under-" - .

age frestment plant. -

S Such a bo ofgoodnewms

.enough to make one:thnk the notori- " ';
. + ‘ously slow-ag-molasses Suplrfund pro- -

- .-';gramxsntsobadaftt‘.raﬂ-—evenlﬁt

"+ dn both casesito gey Something done. -

R -'.'.on Vermont's pictu ‘
scape, the toXic stew at the old Pownal -

idid-take aimost-a.décade of dmkermg

‘Which brings ys to another blotch.
re-perfect land-

.~ {Tanning Co: located in the state’s -
. _-_50uthweste corner,:

“and the EPA .
removal of s ime of the gite’s more -

'1987 and

The joint ras been closed since-

, found in a'néarby
id & quickie $760,000

hizardous waste tast vear .

andtfeatitata nmﬁy 5

t.!;e source of odor and .-
lems for years before .~

ng water supply in 1988, -

* s Bttt —=. ==

o =P,

Des;nte a.ll of th:s unpleasanmess _'

-he state has resisted putting.the slte_,

«n the diational Superfund Hst, a.rgumg

“ne state could get the clean.!lp job -
sine faster,

“I£1 ler thae ttung go ‘on. the Supcr- :

md list; it'd be 15 years before we
:ould get it cleaped-up: andt redevel- |
uped,"’ Gov: Hovmrd Dean beliowed
i1 1996.“If we’re ever going to get -
‘wbs im Pownal, the tannery:is ne of

. the few plaaes where it conld happen.
It was a great news-byte-at'the tnne,'

but maybe-ous fearless léader-qught 1o,
rethink fis position, particularly if e

really wints th see the tannéry reborne .

a3 an.industrial jobsxte inhjs lifetime. -
The cold-cash reality of i:'he situa-
won.is that.nothing gooid is-going to -

happen.here under the present situa+ .

uon. Reason:No.oné has the deep
pockets pesded to'finance 2 cleanup,

— except; ofoourse; th¢ blg-bad Su- -

perfund. oL
The company, that ansr tha tan- e
nery is ba

raake thé tannery's paﬂuted—lagoons;
durap jarid decrepit buildings go.away.
“Not- havmg it'earolled in;the: t‘edu‘al“
program;reduces its prospects to whaﬂ
can best be. characterized a5 imeertain™
said Brian Woods of the stife E:mmn-
mental Coriservation’ Depar.tment.
Leslie: McVickae, an EPA pmject Pt

" anager who visited the sité last-

week, agided, sayinig the stite’s posx-‘ g

con his alf but prevented work frpmi -

proceeding on & cleaiip plan. “It's |

going to take:d lot longerta deal with' -, &
. the site without Superfund ‘I:han w1th .

1l " shé. predicted.

Continued inaction could behaze ©
ardous 16 Powiral's heatth. Quldk ae- < f. .
ton by firefighters tdte fast month p;:e- 1

venied a:fire set by a kid nearthe

plant {rom reaching the builkding. - D
The incident pmmad up thefact ;

- the tannery remains.a dissster wamqg

to happen, The building, near collapse

2nd encrusted mplam with toxic mh- _

terials, is vulnerableto vandahsm

K ids-ride bikes near open- manhoies to '
. D\‘“utediagmns. . N
And get this! Um:il the EPA adnsed'

then to the contrary last week, ﬁrc-
fighters were of the belief that if the ™.

1annery-dd catch fire,it-was betterto .

let it burnthan hose it down and nsk
having the water wash toxiciresidue -
o the hearby Hoosie River: * | -

Helio; grouitd contra‘. in Montpel- g
ier. We hiave & problem..

nkrupt. The stste §s dever. .
zoing 1o be able to nisde upithe! estis- .
mated §4 min;on-plﬂs it wilicostto| .

Srm Hemingwav is. the Free P‘res.s State news
aiumnist, Hiscolurins appear Wednesday,:
Friday aud‘Smday !fvou havea cammenr
orong 6.6ﬂ—l
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to fight fires at the-defunct Po
Tannery, the Federal Envir
mental Protection Agency is sa
ing the- decaying facility is-not a)

| more.
i We're ot so° ‘Stirer”
The action by the EPA Boston .
- office signaled that the removal-
. five years ago of a stockpilefof
hazardous material was, all
; government agency needed
. pronounce the.end of any danger
via pollution to the .neighbor-
: hood and the. Hoosic' River
, should the tannery catch fire..- v
And according to _'I‘_Q:n_

'\_--..r'

all,_,._'cleaned up’

mcntal thrcat thana house built .

_in the 19205 that” *has "all lead ‘
_-pam " -should it'catch fire!:

That's certainly” comfortmg, |

- but we're a little unnerved that it -
" appears the EPA is saying all is
fine .
(toxic waste) health threat any-," %

: I RN

“Palmer, R—P/Q.

sunply - because they-
cmoveﬁ some barrels of waste.
\State Representative Charlie
said he has
UMEroUs TEqUestsyy
A for its tannery studies and
conclusions,-. but to. date has

““seen no-restits of anythmg
_from the EPA". ~ e

. € just not conﬁdent.all the

.wastehas ealt-with:
- There "is -still ‘a- sxgmﬁcant :

amount of waste at the site.’ Its

toxicity and:volume age'certainly -

r-DePOHO, .chairman of the coun=.. measurablef.lf these “have “been .
al .Emergency Planning --measuredywe-call-oh the EPA to -

: Commlttee Jand; a. fire P.ghter,g releasenitsy dmgs _

‘what toxic.wasts is'left T fioth=5ica Be 1€assi “byjthem. If they

in the woodwork and-other, parts:

of the building. He's' t:ouvmced’sf enbe ore, Powal: fidds itself deal—

it poses no more of an environ* ing with & fite/ i thie property
l_/ W 3r.uﬁwu,a~m;(deyw u\“-i' B R

SEE

c'l

+50 residents ' -

‘ing. more thdn Tésidue lmﬁedded ‘Haven't et been .measured, we .’ .
thmk smdy'should beundertak
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i EHlK AH\I’IDSON
St&ff Writer i

POWNAL < AR expandmg
Massachusetts :‘company -t '
. manufaéiures comprcssed wood
ﬁcllets for - fue is reportedly
neguuatmg dcal with" the;

ortgage ¢ . holder of” the former
Pownal Tannisig CO: " site, Jan
Exmarmf Durham, Conit- .

- s pverill H Cook, president € of
e CMount Pellet Fuel Corp--in.

select J.h { he'is “in 2
“pusmon' ) take ownership” of

unuse(irfmm Exmai, Heis now
| -in: the: process’ &f “gauging the
' towil’s. Feupport -for -such an
' mdustnal e ¢ of thc site, board
- mermbers sy

In & Teuér to’ lhﬁ select board

og Jung; 22, Cook wiote, “As
)Iou arG?'tWate { .continue to
have an-in tErest in “ihe redevel-
opmentcﬁ the Tarinery. property.

" TOver g Paﬁ year, miy company.

has grown, and 1 “have main-
tained coitact. - -with Lance
Mattesof - ang . Mr. “Exman on
develppments concerning the
property- At this’ point, [ am ina
posttion to take ‘ownership of
the property from Mr. Exman.,
...pue 10, the fact that I pro-
po se “af indpstrial application;
for the’ site, itis paramount that
the -board and tOWRSPEOPIe le
un@_gﬁtand the, npphcatmns that
gow 11'1'?}\& rewrn of industry o
the“l ation. - J “inderstand that
some of ‘the board members

i Méms _Ma . has told the - ©

“the. former. fannery site, NOW

-the property, an

"Nottherd ‘Berkshire lndusmal
park ‘and: Development: 'Corp..’

' ““ongomg*co cerdt by SOmE’ "of

Lt"%hﬁé - %/@\‘@l

e ral

¥ Y ':‘.‘—1.1'_' t‘i

annery site

have ‘concems. thh the type of
industry 1 offer ..." "Cook wrote.

. Tt is also possMe that'the
town does not want an. jndustri-

al apphcauon brou ght to this

"~ site, and therefore MYy, intérésts

would be best’ -gerved in ﬁndmg

an allemate jocation. * The

o portunmes that 1 am facmg .
require ‘imimediate: -actiofi...

The -select “poard is visiting
the .Catamount site -to see the

operation. ﬁtst-hand ata Specml
meeting Thursday

.Cook, contacted latc Tuesday

declined an mtemew :
Cook’ letler “went OR,
« ;From my pers spective ‘there

have been few tangtble epportu-
nities for-the redevelopment of
1 believe that1
offer not just one, but several
viable solut\ons {6 the problems
m the aréd.”

Catamount, sinice it opened at
its Printworks Drive location,
has had nearby residents contin-
ue to complain- of wind-blown
sawdust and 2 pungbnt ‘odor
emanating from the p\ant, ofﬂ—

_ cials say-

John-Lipa, chairman- 0f ‘thé

said for 59 some time there was.ap -

“the’ res:dents ‘ who+aFe" riearby
abutters o the park alpout the
odor _thet “thay e emanating

from “Averill's place“ and saW= - -

\_-.:,- -_2_

Please see WOOD 'LPage 65
T
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NEW ENGLANONEWSCUPAGENCY, inc.

ERIK ABVIDSON
Staff Writer QPA

POWNAL  — The
Environmental Protection

_Apgency is considering adding
the polluted former Pownal
Tanning Co. site to the National
Superfund Priority List, accord-
ing to officials.

While making the tannery site
a Superfund site would free up
more federal funds towards
studies and cleanup of the area,
a history of long, dragged-out

. Superfund actions might make
the idea of putting the tannery
site on the National Priority List
(NPL) unpopular with some
state officials.

The Pownal Select Board will
meet with Gov. Howard Dean
Wednesday Lo discuss the EPA's
proposal for the tannery becom-
ing a Superfund site. According
to officials, Dean has opposed
past efforts to place the tannery

on the Ilist because other
Superfund, actions around the
state have proved costly and
slow-footed in progress.

To date, the EPA has conduct-
ed a removal action of the more
hazardous waste storage areas at
the tannery, but has exhausted
the amount it can spend under
the limited authority it has Wwith
the site on a non-Superfund sta-
wus, according 1o attorney Peter
Van Ool.

“It's a trade-off,” Van Qot
said of the Superfund listing. “It
frees up a lot of money for
cleaning up and studying, but
the NPL is a very, very expen-
sive and lime-consuming
process. It's not a streamlined,
quick fix. It's a long, expensive
process.”

For the tanncry to be made a
Superfund site. the EPA would

first make an investigation of
the site and give the site a score
based on how much waste there
is and its proximity to public
pathways and water sources,
Van-Qot said. If the tannery is
given a certain high score, it
will be ranked on the priority
list. Funding for cleanup is
based on the ranking, Van Oot
said. The state, although it also
shares in the cleanup cost, loses
a certain amount of control over
the cleanup process once the
site becomes a Superfund site,
Van Qot added.

“The problem with the
Pownal 1annery site is there's no

. .apparent viable private. party 10

spend money on the cleanup,”
Van Qot said. The Pownal
Tanning Co. is defunct, and cur-
rent  morigage-holder  Jan
Exman isn't in a position to be
held liable. “That doesn’t leave
you with a lot of alternatives,”

Uan Oot said.

[annery site
is Superfund
candidate

Van Oot explained that there
are four categories for the EPA 1o
determine “parties strictly liabie”
to pay for cleanup. The two cate-
gories applicable to the tannery
situation include anybody who
ever owned the property, or per-
sons that come in and buy it.

“The EPA could spend the
money, then go after any one of
these parties,” Van Oot said.

Exman is trying to foreclose
on all of the former tannery
property except for the polluted
mill parcel, and he’s being con-
tested in Bennington Superior
Court by the state Agency of
Natural Resources and the Town
of Pownal. Van Oot represents
Pownal in the case.

The mill site has been eyed by ~

Averill Cook, president of
Catamount Pellet Fuel Corp., of
Adams, Mass., who has been
negotiating with Exman a possi-
ble sale, and has recently solicited
the town's input on his industrial
company taking over the mill.
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Dean reverses, supports Superfund for
Pownal

POWNAL. Vi 1AP) - Gov. Howard Dean has reversed himself
and come out in support of putting the site of the former Pownal
Tannery on the tederal Superfund hazardous waste cleanup list.

But Dean said he would look to the town's select board for
vuidance betore deciding whether 1o push the federal
Environmental Protection Agency to make the Supertund
designation.

Tl tollow therr lead because ultimately the people of Pownal
lave the most to gain or lose by this.” Dean told the Rutland
- Herald.

The governor and state environmental offcials met with select
board members in Montpelier Wednesday to discuss the pros and
cons of a Superfund designation.

Dean said Supertund designation would prompt the federal
gavernment 1o heip pu_ for cleaning up the site. which 135
expected 10 cost up 10 $40 million. He earlier had said he did not
favor Superfund designatton. arguing that the process could tie
the site up for vears and prevent new development.

“The risk is nothing will happen for a long time." Dean said.
“The risk of not domn it means there'll be no money to make
anything happen

The governor's recommendation appeared to carry weight with
town olficials.

TNo one s going to come mn and spend that kind of money on
their own for cleanup.” said Laura Rosse. a select board member.
NIy vote is going 1o be for us to be listed as a Superfund site. |
teel that's the only alternauve.”

S Peniin danning Codeduaied banacapics and shitt iis doors
n 1988 after dum“m" industrial chemicals on 1ts site beside lh(.
Houvsic River.

Last month. the U.S. Environmental Protection Ageney. which
has already spent S700.000 on an emergeney cleanup. came out
peain in favor of placing the tannery on the Superfund's national

PRSI F
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Pownal won't get stuck with

‘Associated Press, 08/25/98 15:42

POWNAL, Vi. (AP) - The town of Pownal won't have to pay
to clean up the contaminated Pownal tannery property.

‘That opinion from the Environmental Protection Agency

.clears the way for the tannery to be designated a Superfund
'site, meaning it will be decontaminated largely at federal

1t also allows the town to proceed with a tax sale to recoup

bill for tannery cleanup

Click here

for real astata hrokers

expense.

about $255,000 in deflinquent taxes.

*We've waited a long time to get where we're at with the

tannery," Selectboard Chairman Frank Lamb said. " That to

'me is a giant step forward."

‘'While the owners of Superfund sites are generally liable for
the cost of cleaning up hazardous wastes, the Pownal

Tanning Co. declared bankruptcy in 1988.

The 19th-century mill and its hydroelectric plant have sat
idle since then.

Anxious to see the property redeveloped but wary of taking
on clean-up costs, the Selectboard met with Gov. Howard
Dean and state environmental officials earlier this month to
discuss the tannery's future.

With the governor's support, the board voted in favor of
having the EPA place the tannery on the Superfund priority
on the condition that the town was absolved of liability.

In a letter to the board last week, EPA official Patricia

Meaney wrote that the Superfund liability rule does not apply

to municipalities that take ownership of contaminated- T e e s
properties through delinquent tax sales.

The only exception is if a town causes or contributes to the
release - or threat of release- of hazardous wastes, Meaney
wrote.

“"Most anybody else who bought it would be part of the
cleanup,” Lamb said. ~"We are not.”

Meaney also notified the town that it could take title to about

900 acres of uncontaminated woodlands owned by the

Pownal Tanning Co. and later sell the land, with neither the -
town nor the buyer assuming liability for the tannery cleanup,

Meaney said.

The selectboard is considering turning the area into a town
recreation area.

Lamb also said the land could produce income for the town if
it were managed for timber harvests. The town recently

(18:25/98 16:35:014



iston.com / Latest News / Northeast / Po...t get stuck with bill for tannery chtgmilpwww boston.com/dailynews/wirehtml/...Pownal_won_t_get_stuck_with_bill_fo.shtml

Jo0f3

netted about $18,000 for timber taken from another parcel,
he said.
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| Judge aliows foreclos

fial < o }Nﬁmﬁ

- 'POWNAL, VT. — A Superior

DATILY ?,638

-

WEDNESDAY

SEP 23 1948

.thé court cannot conclude that there
is a _vzolauon of public policy In
addition, the conrt noted that there

NORTH ADAHS, HA - MQU; ke

ure on land near tannery

But contaminated Pownal Tannery can be abandoned for others to clean up

. ; . is being considered by the federal

Court judge has decndeddthatf Ee t'; ;10“11113 on th;éace of the note or Environmental Protection Agency
ticut mortgage-holder of the mortgage that is co i ;

Connec g public policy” nrary to to be designated a Superfund site.

ormer Pownal Tanning Co. site can
eclose on 830 acres of non-conta-

;mjnated woodlands and leave

ind the polluted mill

Meaker also wrote that if the
court reached the agency’s conclu-
sion that a partial foreclosure violat-

The town, meanwhile, js prepar-
ing a tax sale of the tannery to

. recover $275,000 in delinquent

.o b taxes owed by the tannery’s former

In a decision issued last week, e‘!P'-'_thDOIICY. “the court would be owner, ﬂ-)l;{ Po\amalWTanning

Judge John P. Meaker ruled that ~ Creéating a remedy which the hag. Company, which went bankrupt in
Jan Exman of Durham, Conn, can  *ardous waste statute..does not pro- 1988. '

conduct a partial foreclosure, allow- vide for: According to court papers,

ing him to sell off nine “clean The polluted parcel of the tannery Exrnan, whose company is called

parcels of the property and abandon
the tenth — the mill — for someone

else to clean up.
The state Agency of Natural

Resources and the town of Pownal

have opposed Exmmnan’s partial fore-
closure bid on public policy

Pownal Development Corp., paid
$40,000 to First National Bank of
Baston for the mortgage in 1595.
Exman foreciosed on and sold a
312-acre parcel located in New
York to the New York Trust for
Public Land, netting over $40,000

eromnds m the sale and claiming a loss on
Reactions of disappointment ﬁsﬁeﬁf ﬂ;ﬁ%ﬂ;ﬂmﬁ

came from both. Assistant Attorney appraised Ealul:ae

General John Hasen said he was PP '

“disappointed” with Meaker's rul-
ing, and that the state would consid-
er asking the court for permission to
appeal the decision to the Supreme
Court.

Pownal Select Board Chairman
Frank Lamb also said he was disap-

pointed. “The decision says he can
g0 ahead and take the good and
leave the bad, which is kind of sad.”
Lamb said he did“hot know what
this decision meant for the town,
“We really don't know if this
means the town of Pownal wil] be

responsible for the clean-up of this
iy .
*'In

ining site.”
the 34-page ruling, Meaker

Although the tannery mill is
assessed at $125,000, it is contamni-
nated with chromium, lead, pen-
tachlorophenol and asbestos,
records say With the exception of
the town of Pownal taking the title

" to the property through its tax lien,

any party that takes ownership of
the mill would be subject to 2 law-
suit by the EPA for cleanup costs
under Superfund.

The town's attorney in the mat-
ter, Peter VanQot, said he would
leave it to town officials to react to
the ruling.

Lamb said the town was not
involved in the proceedings. Any
appeal would have to come from

wrote that “the court is persuaded the state. -
that partial foreclosure is recog- )
nized in the faw” Meaker added
that the state Legislature “hag no
addressed the particular issye of
‘pértial foreclosure. Consequently,
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Editorial

Superfund is the right
choice for tannery

he Pownal Tannery site is

being considered to be

named 2 Superfund site by
the federal Environmental
Protection Agency. We encourage
state and local officials to run, not
walk, toward expediting this des-
ignation.

In the past, Vermont Gov.
Howard Dean has resisted
efforts to place the tannery on
the Superfund list. He’s done so
because he believes that the
Superfund process is long, slow,
arduous and expensive-~and we
believe he's exactly right on all
counts.

But the Pownal Tannery oper-
ated for more than 40 years in
the heart of Pownal, all before
the polluting effects of its opera-
tion were clearly understood.
For that matter, the location was
textile mill prior to becoming a
tannery operation — there’s no
easy way to discover if any
residual environmental damage
remains from this earlier manu-
facturing operation, either. The
tannery building itself, while

stardy enough;— is currently ™

unused and deteriorating.
If the site is ever to be placed

into use again, someone will have
to determine what level of hazard
exists and exactly what steps
must be taken to remove the haz-
ard. But here lies the rub. There
will be a hefty cost to such an
examination and cleanup, and the
businesses that formerly operated
on the tannery site are long
defunct. The cost is also likely to
exceed the amount of money the
state andfor local officials -are

going to be willing to pony up. -

The property is in receivership -

meaning the financial institutions
that hold the note have no liabili- " 77~ 7~

ty here — but they also have no
way to interest anyone in invest-
ing in the site until it can pass an

_EPA inspection.

It seems pretty clear that the
slow, expensive Superfund
cleanup? however, undesirable,
is the only possible method for
restoring this bit of real estate to
a state where it can become use-
ful to commerce again. We thus
encourage the governor and the
Pownal Select board, when they
meet today to, discuss the issue,
to agree, {0 ‘the “EPS Suflerfind,
designation and'to ‘push’ for as
quick a cleanup as possible.
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United States : Office of External Programs

Environmental Protection Agency JFK Federal Building
New England Region Boston, MA 02203
Connecticut Maine Massachusetts New Hampshire Rhode Island Vermont
£
N

Region 1, New England

Environmental News

Contact: Alice Kaufman, EPA Community Affairs Office, (617) 918-1064
For immediate release: March 23, 1999 - 99-3-23

EPA TAKES SWIFT ACTION ON POWNAL, VT, TANNERY CLEANUP

Boston-- Just two months after designating it a federal Superfund site, the United States
Environmental Protection Agency approved today an $8 million plan to cleanup a portion of the
28-acre Pownal Tannery Superfund site in North Pownal, Vermont. Funds for the cleanup come

from the Superfund Trust Fund which is financed through an industry petrochemical tax.

The first phase of the cleanup, scheduled to begin this spring, includes decontamination and partial
demolition of the tannery buildings, excavation of soils and contaminated sludges in the tannery
building, disposal of materials in an on-site tannery landfill and final capping of the tannery. landfiil,
located on Will Dean Road. The State of Vermont will be responsible for long-term operation and
maintenance of the landfill cap once complete.

“We streamlined the Superfund process so that we are able to move far more quickly to address
pollution at sites like Pownal,” said John P. DeVillars, EPA's New. England administrator. “*We are _
readying for a spring construction season to begin work at the old tannery site and look ahead to the
future reuse of this site.”

With support from Governor Howard Dean, the Congressional Delegation and the town officials,

EPA listed the tannery on the EPA’s National Priorities list on January 11, 1999 thus making it
eligible for cleanup under Superfund.

The delegation worked closely with the state, particularly the Vermont Department of Environmental
Conservation to secure federal funding for the Pownal Tannery site. Congressman Sanders, Sen.
Leahy and Sen. Jeffords urged Secretary Carol Browner in a September 1998 letter to fund a cleanup
of contamination at the site, stressing the importance of removing toxic substances from the stte.

“This is good news and a sign of progress for Pownal,” said Sen. Patrick Leahy. “The community

has worked hard to address the issues at the tannery, and this is the result of the constructive
partnership they have forged with EPA and other state agencies. The Vermont congressional

- VISIT EPA's WEB SITE HOME PAGE FOR NEWS AND INFORMATION: http:/iwww.epa.goviregion01



delegation will continue to support the community’s efforts to finally begin the process.”

more-

“I am very pleased to see that the EPA has moved so quickly following their listing of this site,” said
Sen. James Jeffords. “This is a great example of how the Superfund can work. With the cleanup
about to begin, we can look forward to the redevelopment of this property to benefit the entire
Pownal community.”

“This is a very positive development for Pownal, the region, and the state,” said Congressman
Bernard Sanders. "L.ocal communities need all the help we can give them to address environmental
problems and we will continue to work as a delegation to help communities respond to
environmental concerns. I am pleased that EPA’s Region 1 office was able to work together
successfully with state and local governments to address the need for a cleanup of this site.”

“The work planned for this summer will be a significant step forward in addressing the risks that this
site has presented to the community and the local environment since the tannery ceased operation.”
said John Kassell, Secretary for the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, “It also sets the stage for
an additional benefit -- possible redevelopment of the property”

“Pownal is glad to see the start of this project and hopes fo see the continuation of the entire cleanup
completed in a timely manner.” said Nelson Brownell, Pownal Selectboard Chairman.

The tannery cleanupteam consists of EPA’s Remediation Construction Manager, the Army Corps of
Engineers and their construction contractors. In preparation for the cleanup activities, the team will
establish a staging area near the site to hold construction equipment. Trailers will be moved to the
site to serve as temporary field offices.

Throughout the cleanup, EPA will be working with the Army Corp of Engineers, the Vermont
Department of Environmental Conservation, and in ongoing consultation with the Pownal Select
Board.

In an effort to pratect the health and safety of area residents and site workers EPA will: restrict
access to the site by erecting a fence; monitor air quality; and wet contaminated soils to prevent dust
from blowing. EPA and the construction team will make every effort to minimize the disturbance of
the cleanup to the community.

The EPA will schedule a public information session in Pownal in mid-April to update the residents
and address their concerns on the tannery work project. Rick Leighton, EPA Remediation

VISIT EPA's WEB SITE HONME PAGE FOR NEWS AND INFORMATION: http:/flwww.epa.goviregion(1



Construction Manager, will also be available during the cleanup to meet or talk with residents about
their concerns during the removal.

Before work begins, the EPA will also set up an informational bulletin board for residents on the
tannery cleanup at DJ's Country Store in North Pownal. Residents can also obtain additional
information about the tannery cleanup through the information repository at the Pownal Public
Library or by calling Rick Leighton or Sarah White at EPA''s toll free number: 1-888-372-7341.

-30-

VISIT EPA’'s WEB SITE HOME PAGE FOR NEWS AND INFORMATION: http://www.epa.goviregion01
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1L uwudl lannery C

pose worry

$8 million on the

By Stsan Fisano
North Adsris Yrapscript

POWNAL, Vt.— The Enviran-
mental | Protection Agency
approved 58 million Tuesday to
clean up te former Pownal tan-
nery, with work expected to begin
dpring, . but resident

Deborah Nicholas said the plan

. o bury [materials from the
‘c]ea.nupiqtbelandﬁlloﬁ'Dean

Road is caising Jocal worries,
Nicholas, who owns rental
property near the landfill Site,
invited  Selectwdman Lagrs
Rasse and the press t the site tg

-obseryeilglackofsafewa.nd

“As youican see, there are
none,” Nicholas said,

Gates at both entrances to the
landfill, which has'slready been
used as a waste disposal site for
the tannery were open and had
no locks. There were no signs
anywhere 1o indicate the proper-

©V i5 a LingAll, that hazardous -

Mmateria] m3y be present there —
not even a p;r:lvate Property or no
“There are absolutely no signs
here 10 let pleople know this is 2
dangerous drea,” Nicholss said.
“People have come here and shor
deer, taken meat home an
fed ir to their families i

" temtowhoknows whar”
Rosse said she wayld contact

state authofities immediately
and request ilocks and signs for
the landfill. She made no com-
ment but threw her boats away

after leaving the property.

- Two cement cylinders are visi-
ble, both withirotted wooden cov-
ers which arelnot attached to the
cylinders, leaving them wide
open. Both cylinders have ad.
ders descending into themn, and
irite a liquid sibstance contained

w

insidetbemmveredmcep!ad&&

“Can’t you just picnge some
kid pgetting down there?”
Nicholas asked. “We dor't even
know how deep it is, or what's
insige.” _

The EPA said last November
that signs would be erected post-

ardous. The  Selectmen
announced last week that the
EPA had sent a lemer saying
infarmational meetings about the
lnnery cleanup woudd be held in
April

Sarah White, EPA Commumiry
relations specialist, said this
morning thar some of the can-
Cerns are valid, _
. “There probably should be
signs and locks on the landfll I
will bring it up to the project

Y1'vU3bW3I135-bsblo

nditions

for neighbors -

way, but immediate concerns surface

Deborah Nicholas
has concems about
this tannery Jandfil}
site In Pownal across
the Hoosic river fram
the tannery! '
Ap uncapped man-
hole that could prove
dangerous ta chil-
drén who eénter the
" landfilt is not
secured,

Photos by
Gilllan Jones
North Adams Trmeripr

managers today,”
“We'Ve made several efforts to

meet with Mrs. Nicholas to -

she said, -

144

U131 i

T Al R o &

———

=

address her concerns but she has |

Lot responded to us

White acknowledged that EPA -
officials had sald last fal] that .
locks, and signs would be -
Ingtalléd “ahd gates Tocked, She .

saidshedidnothmwwhy:hat

hadn’t happened but added thar .

EPA representatives -would be
happy to wark with Nicholas.

Rick
er for the tannery elean-up, said
when the EPA “mobilizes” 10 the
site later this spring, locks and
signs will be installed

“When we did removal of bar

mlsﬁ‘omthetannezymmenﬁd-

See TANNERY, Page A7

m

Leighton, project mansg- -
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beganmbesm:edd:ﬂ'e. havethesamedmmg.andpeopleare and ‘who kmws wha: and 1 don’t

‘fI'hJs situation has never
woﬂced."N‘tcholassmd Ry

An old electric meter is smashed
onithe ground, with wiring stll
attached. Nearby, a rusted metal
cylinder with an open-ended
elbow-wle pipe and a black spout

stand beside a pole with wires con-- .

nacted to it. There i3 a pool of what

30
amundnuramgntomdnatewhat
méwbeconmmedmﬂaewatnr'lhe

- ground is satiwated with water that
: tholasaald may or may not be

-cantaminated with the material
truried underneath the ground. -

“My dog has run over hem and
rotted around, jumped intd the
twruck soaking wet, and we have no
idea what he's beeninto;” she said:
“The neighbors with dogs'and cats

: ln:fluhkevmer.marhrmfeetlong :
' feet wide, with no fencing -

mhereallﬂ:enme Why wouldn't -

they be? There is nothing here
keep therh out, or warn them to stay
out”.

Along the outside of the landfill
are at least Two metal cylinders
ghicking up from the ground. The
cylinders are wide enough for chil-
dren » get their arms into bt
‘appear to have been made so they

could be capped and locked.

‘both are completely tusted.
Nicholas said that in an effort 1o
avoid the sppearance of liability,

local, state, and federal officials

have neglected the. abutters of the
landfill.
“In their desire to avoid habﬂmy

“they bave fargotren their responsi-

biliry to the people here,” she sajd.
“Now we know there is seepage

think it would have Killed anybody
© Knock on my door: and tell me to
warn my enants abour the land-
.- X

] dont want them to reopen
this,” she said. “Look:at what hasn't
been done here. No signs? No locks?
How much ddes a lock cost>’

‘She said questions about the tan-

nery and storage and disposal of

NEit}lercyﬁnderhasamponiLmd“_' tannery waste was discussed at a

tannery conference in 1982, and
che produted docwnemauon of the
conference.

“People it 1982 asked about the
different things happening, what
would be done and how would we
know what happened she said.
“Now, we can look back and say.
ridthing was done, and we weren'l
able 1o know.”

st/ ’L,/yéa//_ﬂa, ’ Q’M
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Few turn out for meetmg

on tannery problems,

TAMMY DANIELS  5/2</ 37
Staff Writer BiransTon) & fags).

BENNINGTON — Only a
handful of people tumed out last
might for a meeting with U.S.
health officials about contamina~
tion exposure from the foriner
Pownal Tanning Co.

Officialé from the Agency for
Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry, under the U.S. Depart
ment of Health and Human Ser—

* vices, afe ‘developing a health

assessment of the former tannery
complex in North Pownal in con-
junction with a Superfund
cleanup of the site.

Agency regional representa-
tive Susanne Simon said she was
a litlle disappointed by the low

“It’s our job to make .
sure communities know
what we're doing and
give people a chance to
alr their concerns.”

MARIA TERAN-MACIVER
Community Involvement
" Specialist

tumont, but bclicved.v_alid con-
cergs. and-information had:been-

raised by the' few-residents‘who

attended “and through contacts
she had: made in towns!Seléct.
Board -Chair, Nelson Brownell
and Health Officer James Gilbert
said they thought people are sim-
ply relieved the tanpery itself is
finally being cleaned up:

Simon bas been to the area
numerous times over the last few
months, introducing herself to

- .residents.  “It's good to be.

involved, good to be concerned,”
said Simon. Many tGmes resi-
dents rais¢ issues the agency is
unaware of, she said, helping to
creale a MOre accurale assess-
ment.

North Pownal resident Jerrold
Lubeck, whose home lies near a
tannery lagoon, was concermed
about the long-term effects on the
area's water and the dust that
would be ‘created during the
demolition of the buildings, for
instance.

The heaith assessment, which
will take about a year to compile,
will not be the last word on the
issue, Simon assured him. With
the cleanup of the lagoons stll in
the planning stage, the agency
would continue to collect data
and reevaluate its analysis on an
ongoing basis, she said.

Meelings, such as last night's,

allow residents to talk one- on-
one to agency representatives

about.issues lhey may be reticent 7
to bnng up in an open meeting,
she said. Information gléaned. -
throughi discussing: health issues: .

goes both ways: To add to data
being compiled on the arca, and

1o educate peoplc about possible’

health risks-

Simon,

Education is a ma]or part of
the agency’s work, said Commu-
nity - Involvement Specialist

Maria Teran-Maclver. “I's our '

job to educate the community,”
she said, while working closely

with local and state health offi- -

cials.

The agency works only in an
advisory capacity, said Teran-
Maclver, and does not have the

“funds -or legal authority to do

cleanups or provide medical care.
It does fund studies, maintain a
reglstry of exposure to bazardous
sites, -cducate communities and
health professionals on exposure,
and provides téchnical support to
other agencies.

The agency was created as part
of the Environmental Protection
Act and advises the EPA on haz-
ardous waste sites. The agency

also provides assessments; stud-: .
ies and educational programs.to--

comtmmities:and-responds-to cit-

. izen cotcérns-about .other areas, - --

she explained.
“Jt’s our job to make sure com-
munities know what we're doing

and give people a.chance to air

their concerns,” said Teran-
Maclver.

The health asscssment will
include data collected by the
agency, the BPA and various
Jocal, state ‘and federal health
information. A rough draft will
be available for public comment
prior to a final draft, said Simon.

Residents who have questions
or concerns about possible expo-
sure are encouraged (o get in
touch with Simon or Maclver.
Maclver can be reached by call-
ing toll-free 1-888-422-8737.
Simon can be reached at 1-617-
918-1492. The agency website is
www.atsdr.cdc.gov/
<hup:/iwww.atsdr.cdc.govi>

Residents can also leave mes- .

sages on the bulletin board at
DJ's Country Store in North
Pownal.

“A Jot ofalwlahns of expo-- ;| . :
sure i§ defermified by what we '} .
take ‘in (mformauon)." said | -




2eks ATO airstrikes.

..ven though the draft appeared to sig-
1 a victory for NATO, President Clin-
n and other U.S. officials reacted cau-
wisly, waiting for signs that Milosevic
buld begin pulling his troops out and
‘ow the retum of more than 855,000
fugees.

In the meantime, NATO's bombing
mpaign continued,- with- airstrikes
ported in Kosovo and -elsewhere
wrsday night.

Though cloaked in language meant to

Jownal may

‘ece1ve EPA
tudy gra-_

AMMY DANIELS -
ffWriter . . G
WNAL — Po may be one of the -
rst towns'if Tiite foFs hew giant initiative
om the U.S. Envuonmental Protection
gency.

The Recycling Initiative Grant, which

15 not been officially announced yet, will
ve towns up te $100,000 to fund feasibil-
y studies for potential reuse of Superfund
tes.

“Our priority has been clean—ups * Leslie
icVickars, EPA remedial project manager
1 the Pownal Tanning Company, told the
zlect Board Thursday night. “Now we're
ying to move forward and maximize our
Iministrative authonty a.nd Jjump-start
ese things.” - - .

A lot of the problem w1th "recyclmg"
mtaminated sites is the stigma atached to
£m." “No publie. orp’nvme*cnnty
+ deal with- these, sites,
.cailse of contamlnat
65 he: A 1s ho
sing pilote

e, she sald. -

The tannery ‘met all t.he ‘criteria for the
2w grant and McVickars volunteered it for
e-pilot program. Only one or two sites
om each of the 10 EPA regions are being
it forward for consideration, she said.

In addition to funding, the: EPA will also
cilitate peer assistanice from other munic-

alities that have faund:Ways 1o reuse once -
yandonted iand, or 4id with technical ass:s- .

ncé from experts id the field, she'said. -

The ‘towh. could look. 3t imlti-usé pm )

ssals for the entire site, or-concentrate on

particulag: parcel, Su
ithin the t:omplex

éa’ “could be used-fo
urts, an~mdusma;
rildings; sk’ suggesteds)
The EPAwould‘ ;

as the lagoons,
chV:cka.rs The

1tititional con-

ol to ensure thé érea, ‘once cleaned and

ipped, would not be'Teopened, she said.
fou couldn’t put ina bulldmg with a deep
dlar ... or put in wells,” she explained.

The sllckmg point may be the ownership

Please see EPA, page 4

_ T e

.said followmg talks between Milosevic,

Shanted -
szu?‘ McVickars .
d-Hability eon-

pgl.ng the new program ::
“will help (owns ‘and property -
wmers putthe cleaned sues to producr.we ‘

ballfields, tennis - |
;or municipal 1| |

action-would continue until it was clear State Department spokesman

the plan was being implemented.

“We must be cautious ... until Serb
forces begin .2 verifiable withdrawal
from Kosovo,” he said.

NATO jets roared over Belgrade even
as Russian and -European envoys
wrapped up talks with Yugoslav leaders.

. “Yugoslavia accepts the document for
peace. biought by thé highest representa- -
uvcs .of ‘the Buropean Union and-Rus-. -
sia,” the official Tanjug news agency

Russian envoy Viktor Chemomyrdm and
Finnish President Martti- Ahtisaari, rep--.
resenting the European Union. .
Milosevic’s Socialist Party said it sup-
ports the peace plan bécause “it brings
establishment of peace and 2 halt to the.
criminal bombing,” - -
~._But the move effecuvely teans_ the
Yugoslav government capitufates on all
11121]01‘ ‘Western demands to end the Koso-

- ~keeping force;

» the safe and fr
Albanian refugees
past months .

‘= substantial aut:

"“The draft woulc
sevic weaker than
sentatives rejected
Febmyary., and Mar¢

Then, talk was
secunty -forces’ i
But the latest pe:
Yilgoslav ‘forces 1«

struction pfficlals say If enough psople do not come aut by today, parts of the‘park may be
cut although the- fu‘hds to pay tor thom ﬂre In p!ane. For mora. see utotlea on pago 8 and 9
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EPA team
cleans up
in Pownal

JAMES THERRIEN
BANNER STAFF WRITER

POWNAL - An emergency
waste removal team from the
federal Environmental Protection
Agency has sct up shop at the
former Pownal Tanning Co. site
and will perform testing and
remove hazardous materials
from the closed factory.

Team supervisor Lisa Danek
said a waste testing and removal
firm hired by the EPA will be at
the site for one to two months,
removing barrels of potentially
hazardous material and testing
for the presence of asbestos,
PCBs and other materials.

Funding for the work will
come from federal Superfund
allocations, Danek said. The
project has an estimated budget
of $250,000 to cover the site
work, on-site and laboratory
testing, removal and disposal of
bazardous materials, and related
work.

She said the federal govern-
ment might later seek reim-
bursement for the work from
parties determined to be respon-
sible for the hazardous waste,
such as principals in the bank-
rupt tannery business.

Danek said funding for the
‘current project will not come
from $370,000 the State of
Vermont was awarded in a court
settlement announced in Janu-
ary, stemming from a suit the
statc Attorney General's office
brought against tannery officers
over waste cleanup costs. That
money is carmarked for future
testing of tannery dumping la-
goons and a nearby landfill, well
water testing and cleanup work
relating to any river, groundwa-
ter or similar contamination that
might be found.

Work on determining the ex-
tent of such environmental
damage and how it should be
dealt with is slated to begin in
cammest this year, under the di-
rection of another EPA office.
That work will lead to a deter-
mination of whether the North
Pownal site should be placed on

ia_ national waste cleanup priority
158.

. Danek said her team focuses
instead on immediate cleanup
problems found at a waste site.

For e W f § I e |

UubanokhmporﬂunglnEPAomrgoncywadomrnovutmat
the former Pownal Tanning Co. site. The team wlll be testing for and
renoving hazardous materials from

such as removal of barrels of
hazardous materials. As an ex-
ample, she said the contractor,
OHM Corporation Environmen-
tal Services of Hopkinton,
Mass., will test any materials
found in the vacant factory in a
special equipment trailer that has
been set up next to an office
trailer at the site,

Further testing of the materials
will also be performed at labo-
rateries, Danek said, and a de-
termination will be made on how
to dispose of the wastes and
where. The wastes in the several
barrels, which appear to be re-
lated to the tanning process, will
eventually be sent to a hazardous
waste landfill, she said.

The equipment trailer contains
protection gear, respirators,
showers for wuse after crew
members work with the wastes
and similar features. The EPA
also may rent other equipment as
needed, the supervisor said, and
might hire local contractors for
certain work.

In addition to waste in barrels
and other containers, the crew
will test and disnose of what

. electricity generation facility will-

James Therrien

the site.

appears to be loose asbestos in
piles in the plant, Danek said.
Thirteen turbines at the plant's

be tested for the presence of
PCBs, once used as in lubricants
but now banned as a carcinogen.
The facility is at the mill dam
near the south end of the ram-
bling brick and concrete block
structure, which began as a tex-
tile mill and was converted to a
tannery some three decades ago.
Wastes at the property, which is
on the bank of the Hoosac -
River, are associated with tan-
ning process. '
The half-dozen members of
the EPA crew also will investi- i
gate whether a hazard exists at
the five lagoon areas, where
there is evidence of trespassing, E
Danek said. A determination will }
be made on whether to fence off
the three currently unfenced la- §
goons. L3
Danek said the EPA emer i
Bency response team Wwas TC-o
quested after the federal agency g
was notified of the presence_of, 3
the barrels and other materaliy
by the Vermont Agency of N
ural Racnnrase TITANS



Pownal to receive $100,000 for tannery site evaluation http://search.newschoice.com/nebe/.,.al/99-07-24 pownaltannery724b2.asp

. _1he Berkshire Eagle

Pownal to receive $100,000 for tannery site evaluation
Saturday July 24, 1999

By Erik Arvidson

Berkshire Eagle Staff

POWNAL, Vt. -- The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced yesterday that the town will
receive up to $100,000 to plan for the redevelopment of the contaminated former Pownal Tanning
Co. site off Route 346.

The funds will pay for an assessment by the town of possible reuse plans for the 28-acre tannery
site, which is listed on the EPA’s National Priorities List of Superfund waste sites, officials said.

The announcement comes as EPA engineers have started removing asbestos and decontaminating
the tannery mill complex in preparation for having the structures demolished later this summer.

Pownal is oene of 10 communities in the country receiving planning assistance grants totaling $1
million under the Superfund pragram, agency officials said.

"The $97,000 we applied for will help us plan for this community's future, and will help facilitate
redevelopment of the site, which will bring tax dollars back into this town," said Selectmen
Chairman Nelson Brownell.

Meanwhile, the $8 million initial cleanup phase of the tannery site has been under way for several
weeks, and officials expect demolition work to begin the second week of August, according to
Richard T. Leighton, EPA's remediation construction manager,

Workers are stripping roofing material containing asbestos, as well as parts of a boiler and pipes,
also containing as@gstog,_Le_igh_i:pn said.

Contaminated material in the floors and on fixtures in the northern portion of the mill complex is
also being removed, Leighton said.

Workers wearing protective suits are also overpacking between 50 and 60 55-gallon drums, the
majority being empty but some containing an unknown material that is potentially hazardous,
Leighton said. '

Fluorescent lights containing mercury vapors, which may alsc contain polychlorlnated biphenyls, or
PCBs, are also being removed, according to Leighton.

"The whole idea is to essenttally allow us when we take the building down to take the material off
as construction debris to a landfill," Leighton said.

According to Leighton, concerns about the historic value of the old mill prompted the EPA to sign a
memorandum of agreement with the Vermont Historic Preservation Commission.

"The National Historic Preservation Act implies that if you take an adverse action on something

eligible for the historic register, you have to take steps to mitigate that adverse action," Leighton
said.

I ol2 ‘ 8/2/99 2:21 Pn
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The EPA has agreed to hire a historic preservation consultant to photodocument both the interior
and exterior of the mill before it is demolished. "The consultant will evaluate the mill's activities in
the complex and related activitias and put it in the context of other activities in the state of
Vermont. Not just the building, but the building in its proper context with the community," Leighton
said.

Concurrent with the demolition, the on-site landfill, which contains contaminated sludge and soil,
will be studied for an eventual capping later this year, Leighton said.

The cap, which the tanning company installed before it went bankrupt a decade ago, is unfinished,
allowing rainwater to seep through the contaminants in the landfill and into the ground below. As
part of the long-term remediation of the site, the groundwater and the heavily contaminated
lagoon system near the mill will be studied, Leighton said.

The lagoon system, where wastes were dump to allow solids to settle, is expected to be the target
of a subsequent cleanup effort.

Please check out our featured link(s) above:
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ﬁermont tannery receives grant

'POWNAL, V1. (AP) — Pownal has received $100,000 from
the U.S. Environmental’ Protect.lon Agency to study new uses for
a contaminafed tannery site.

Now town -officials will study ways to reclaim the 28-acre
Pownal Tanning Co. wluch was added to the EPA’s Superfund list
carlier this.year. :

EPA officials said'Pownal is'the first town in New England to
receive oné-of the EPA’s planning grants, which are designed to
help areas find new uses for Superfund sites.

“It’s a really exciting time to be on the select board of Pownal,
especially with all the positive work going on at the tannery,” said
select board member Laura Rosse. “We're really thankful to be
part of the EPA’s pilot program.”

The Pownal Tannery was added to the EPA’s list of National
Priorities, better known as the Superfund list, on Jan. 11,

From 1937 to its closure in 1988, the tannery specialized in
chrome tanning of sheepskins. Waste products, including toxic
metals and dioxins, were discharged into open lagoons near the
building and the nearby Hoosick River. The company declared
bankruptcy-and-closed down-in 1988.

The 19th-century mill and its hydroclcctrlc plant have sat idle

since then.

In March, the EPA approved an $8 million plan to clean the
tannery’s grounds, decontaminating some buildings and demol-
ishing others. Contaminated soils and sludge under the building
will be excavated and disposed of in a landfill at the tannery.

Town officials in Pownal don’t yet have plans for the site,
though they have discussed the possibility of using it as a river
recreational area or a light industry zone.

“We are very happy to be one of EPA’s pilot communities,”
said Pownal Select Board Chairman Nelson Brownell. “The
$97,000 we applied for will help us plan for this community’s
future, and will help facilitate redevelopment of the site which
will bring tax dollars back into this town.”
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POWNAL, Vt. — Pownal has received
$100,000 from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency to study new Uses for a
contaminated tannery site.

Now town officials will study ways 10
reclaim the 28-acre Pownal Tanning Co.,

_ which was added 1o the EPA's Superfund
list earlier this year.

EPA officials said Pownal is the first
town in New England to receive one of the
EPA's planning grants, which are designed
1o help areas find new uses for Superfund
sites. . :

“It's a really exciting time to be on the
select board of Pownal, especially with all
the positive work going onat the tannery,”
said select board member Laura Rosse.
“We're really thankful to be part of the
EPA’s pilot program.”

The Pownal Tannery was added 1o the
EPA's. list of National Priorities, better
known as the Superfund list. onJan. 11.

From 1937 to its closure in 1988, the
tannery specialized in'chrome tanming of
sheepskins. Waste -products, includinig
toxic metals and dioxins, were discharged
into open lagoons near the building and

Qe nearby Hoosick River. The company )

nal Receives Environmental Grant

declared bankruptcy and closed down in
1988. ' .

The 19th-century mill and its hydro-
electric plant have sat idle since then.

In March, the EPA approved an 38 mit-
lion plan to clean the tannery's grounds,

decontaminating some buildings and de-
molishing others. Contaminated soils and
sludge under the building will be excavat-
ed and disposed of in a landfill at the tan-
nery.
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Pownal is first E N.E.to momso&_mwy grant

TANNERY, from Page 1A

velopment of the site which will
bring tax dollars back iato this
town."

“It's a ceally exciling time to
be ob the select board of Pownal,
especially with all the positive
work going oo at the tannery,”
said Pownal Select Board mem-
ber Laura Rosse. “We'te really
thankful to be part of the EPA's
pilot program.” )

The main tanoery complex is
presently undergoing an estimat-
¢d $5 millico first-phase cleao-up
by the EPA. A second phase will

_ Tahnery to get
$100

W

R

work on a soluticn Lo the polluted
lagoons and areas surrovnding
the complex.

E€PA Administrator  Carol
Browner anncuoced the fiest 10
recipients of the nearly $1 mil-
lioo in redevelopment granis at
the Aviex Superfund Site in Vir-
ginia. Another 50 pilot grants are
expected to awarded by the end
of next year, to the tune of 33
million.

“Through this initiative, we
will work cooperatively with
local goveroments and business-
es to clean up old toxic waste
sites and transform them into
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oew parks, neighborhoods or
thriving commercial districts,”
said Browner.

The new initiative marks a pol-
icy change in the mission of the
EPA. Based oo a similar madel
called the Brownfields Economic
Redevelopment Initiative, the
EPA will now help communities
plan for future uses of former
polluted sites.

“R's how to be smarter about
what we're doiug. Instead of just
limiting foture use, we're finding
out how communities want to use
sites,” said Alice Kaufman, EPA
spokesman.
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The agency prmanly cleans -
up polluted sites and plans for
long-term inspections, she said.
Now, the EPA will be able wock -
with commuaities 10 leave the
sites in a way thit will assist in .
redevelopment, said Kavfman. .

The EPA has awanded 49 -
Brownfields grants in New Epg- ;
land to 2id in redevelopment.
One grant is helping turn an:
industrial site in Wobum, Mass., .
into a regional transportalion
center and another helped with !
plans for a mega-mall at 2 Super- !
fund site in Connecticul.



FOUDORTE-HORTH

By Michael J, Card jig'_gf;gg:_t

Trucks and tractors lead the bustle of at:tiv-
y at the former Pownal Tannery in North
ownal, Vi, part of an effort 1o complete the
rst phase of an $8 million Superfund project
1at will decontaminate the area of toxic ma-
tials, before razing the buildingson the site.

And last Friday prospects got even better
i the Superfund site, when the U.S. Envi-
mmental Protection Agency (EPA) listed
ownal as one of 10 Superfund SET hation-
'ide that will receive $100,000 in planning
ssistance funds to study potential reuse op-
ortunities for the sitc.

Leslie McVickar, at the EPA office in Bos-
n, the redevelopment investigation,
aded through a new program called the
sperfund Redevelopment Initiative, will
:gin this fall with the hiring of a consultant,
1t that much of the input should come from
<al residents, as the Boston-based agency
wild only make “a generic recommenda-

m™ about what would be best for North

ywmal. . .

In a recent press release, Pownal Select
oard Chairman Nelson Browneli said of the
-development project, “It's exciting to be
wvolved with this pilot program. We have
1ade good progress with rense of gasoline-
»miaminated sites herein Vermont, but former
ranufacturing facilities like the Pownal Tan-
ery have proved to be a bigger challenge.
uccessful reuse of the tarmery will provide
n excellent model for future projects, bothin
'ermont and nationwide.”

Other changes have occurred since the
lcanup plan was released and approved this
ast March. Originally, it was thought that
nly the northern building was to be demol-
shed, but Mc Vickar said yesterday they found
hat all buildings are considered structurally
nsound, and will be tora down as well.

Rick Leighton, EPA’s remediation con-

\ Struction manager, who has beenon the site for the past week

coordinating the cleanup, confirmed that the three mamn
buildings — the north, central and block buildings — will be
demolished this fall, but two smaller buildings adjacent tothe
property, the screen building and the Jagoon building, will be
demolished if money is available. If not done this year,
Leighton say§ they are still on the list of priorities in the
project.

Another part of the project that got inoved back into aless
serious category — therefore to be delayed until a later phase
of the project— is theremoval of sludges in thenearby lagoon
area, which was used as & leachate for the former tannery’s
waslewater. .

The project has been in the planning phase for years, and
Leighton said the people of Pownal have been “very patientin
waiting 1o get this eyesore off their map."”

The tannery, which wasused from 1937101988 asatanning
operation for cowhide and sheephide, before 1962 disposed of
all its wastewater directly into the Hoosic River, which runs
along the south side of the building. In 1962, the tannery began
to process ils wastewater by disposing it in a series of setting
lagoons, where the water would presumably separate from
harardous materials before trickling back into the river. The
contaminated sludge that resulted from this process was

eventually disposed of in an on-site landfill, which was
constructed in 1982, .

Alfter 1988, when the lannery owners filed bankruptcy, the
buildings satunused. By 1993, the EPA had visited the sileand
completed a Preliminary Assessment/Site Investigation and
approved a Time-Critical Removal Action, which allowed it
to remove some 13,000 pounds of contaminated sludge from
the lagoon system. ‘.

By 1995, the EPA had gone through and collecied samples

- --of groundwater, .soil, sediment surface water and leachate
samples. It found dangerously high concentratiofis of several =~

metals, dioxins and semni-volatile compounds. These include
arsenic {over 40 times the legal amount in parts per million),
lead (1.2 times as much), benzopyrene (180 times),
benzo{b)flouranthene (25 times), dioxins (1.2 times), and
- benzo{K)anthracene (25 times), lo name 2 few.

At this point, most of the materials that could be disposed
of easily have beenremoved. “The work's been going on here
for several months already. We're near the end ol the prelimi-

~—

EPA begins cleanup at 1annery

Federal monies obtained for redevelopment of Pownal site
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Pownal Board not
quite prime time

TAMMY DANIELS
Staff Wn‘terEY

POWNAL — Pownal residents
will finally get a chance to see
their elected officials in action.
But only those who know how to
set their VCRs — or those with
insomnia — can caich the broad-
cast. .

_That’s because last Thursday
night's meeting of the Select
Board will be shown at 3 a.m,
Tuesday moming.

Not exactly prime time. But
viewership should improve once
the new show goes live and gets a
better slot, along with established
hits like the Bennington and
Shaftsbury Select Board meet-
ings.

For at least the next month,
though, the taped board meetings
will be trapped in the late-night
netherworld of infomercials and
psychics.

‘Select Board members decided
to fast track the CAT-TV broad-
casts after voters overwhelmingly
approved a ballot article to broad-
cast the meetings — and the
funds to do it —. at March Town
Meeting. The anicle gave the
board until May 4.

Adelphia Cable will hook up
the town offices to allow live
hroadcasts in the near future.

Several Select Board members
said they were a little leery of
appearing on camera.

But any self-consciousness
disappeared quickly Thursday
night as board members got down
to business, ignoring the camera
and microphones set up along the
long table they use. Select Board
Chairman Nelson Brownell did
admit to a haircut before the first
broadcast, though.

So, for those who still have
that blinking “12:00" on their
VCRs, the Select Board approved
a bid of $8,000 to complete shell
construction of a town garage and
made appointments to town
offices. - :

Bill Hayes was reappointed
forest warden, and Dave Thomas

.and Anson Mason were reap-

r

pointed to the Zoning Board. For-
mer Select Board member Henry
Strohmaier was named to the
Planning Commission. Maude
Dickinson and Judy Greenawalt
were named town health agents;
Dorothy Kimball, E-911 coordi-
nator; Casey Matlison, Nelson
Brownell and Alan Strobridge,
fence viewers; Sheri Carter,
JoAnne Miller and Tina Duval,
town recreation board; Craig
Odell, emergency management
coordinator; Joel Burrington Sr.,
sign administrator; Amy Moore
and Stefan Strohmaier, Benning-
ton County Regional Commis-
sion Fepresentatives; and David
Dence Sr., inspector of shingles..
Nine residents were named to
the reuse assessment steering
committee — Justin .Taylor,
Linda Leonard, Linda and Jay
Sciarrapa, Jon Peaslee, Don
Prouty, Gerry Lubeck, Alan Stro-
bridge and Cindy Brownell — to
plan a new use for the former
Pownal Tanning Co. property.

The Environmental Protection
Agency awarded the town a
$100,000 grant as part of a pilot
program to aid municipalities in
developing former Superfund
sites. The EPA is entering the sec-
ond phase of the estimated $20

i million clean-up of the poiluted

North Powna! areu.
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Pownal reviews conceptual

wastewater system plans

TAMMY DANIELS
Staff Writer EPN

POWNAL — Town officials
were given the conceptual plans
last week for a state of the art
wastewater syste¢m in North Pow-
nal.

The treatment facility for the
estimated $13 million system
would include some of the newest
technologies and will be built to
allow expansion, said Don
Phillips. a consulting - engineer
with Forcier and Aldrich Associ-

ales. the company planning the

lown system.

“l feel really good about the
location and the size,” he said.
“This site will last the town of
Pownal 100 years.”

The prapased Incatinn for the
plant is where the former Pownal
Tanning Company’s lagoons now
exist. between Route 346 and the
Hoaosic River. It would be situat-
ed by a bend in the river, freeing
up more acreage at the site for
other uses. said Phillips.

The lagoons, used to leach and
contain toxic materials used by
the defunct tannery, will be part
of the Superfund clean-up of the
site. The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency tore down and
trucked away the tannery build-
ing in North Pownal last year.

The EPA is .presently doing
tests at the lagoons in preparation
for that phase of the clean-up.

A sewer committee, made up
of town residents, chose the site
10 dovetail with the EPA's ongo-
ing operations and the work of a
lannery -reuse assessment com-
mittee that's funded by an EPA
grant. The sewer commitiee's
| work, and planning by Forcier

and Aldrich, is funded by a
$150,000 bond voters passed last

year. .

Nearly 90 percent of the fund-
ing for the system should come
from state and federal grants, said
Select Board Chaimman Nelson
Brownell. Town officials plan to
aggressively pursve other fund-
ing options as well, said
Brownell. “We're trying to come
as close as possible 1o the actual
cost.”

It would be up 1o voters w

approve a final plan and cost for
the proposed wastewater system.

The central facility will handle
wastewater from the densely pop-
ulated areas of the town: north,
south and central Pownal.

The town is presently ‘under
orders by Vermont's Agency of
Natural Resources to stop the
flow of raw sewage into the
Hoosic River in North Pownal.
Individual septic systerns in sev-
eral areas of the town have been
failing as well.

The central facility for the sys-
tem would include offices, stor-
age, and waste treatment areas. It
would also take advantage of new
forms of composting, turning
solid wastes into “clean” muich
for landscaping use. Liquid

—

waste, once it’s been filtered of
phosphates and bacteria, will dis-
charge into the Hoosic River.

To get a better grasp of the
conceptual plans, town officials
are planning a day-long tour of
some of the mewer and refur-
bished_walstewaler facilities in the
state, including Wilmington and
Plainfield. o £

The bus tour is planned for Sat-
urday, June 24. Any town resident
wishing to join the Select Board
and committee members on the
tour shouid contact Linda Scia-
Tappa at the wown office week-
days after 12:30 p.m. Enough
space s available for a limited
number of citizens. Preference
will be given to North Pownal

Tesidents,

—————
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Tannery clean-up
nears completion

TANMMY DANIELS
Staff Writer

NORTH POWNAL - The
Superfund clean-up of the Pow-
nal Tanning Co. complex is
almost complete.

The building, 2 polluted eye-
sore for many years, was tom
down last year by the Environ-
mental  Protection  Agency.
Parts of the facility were
trucked away and other detritus
from the demolition sealed into
the refurbished tannery fandfill
across the river.

“We're not leaving it in a
park condition, but as close as
possible,” said EPA Project
Manager Leslie McVickars.
“We are leaving it in a clean
condition.”

The narrow footprint of the
former building lies between
Route 346 and the Hoosic
River. A grassy slope will
extend from the old set of rajl-

i Toad tracks on the property

down to the river and an access
road will be built into the site.
The tracks will be left in place
said McViekars.

The site will be loamed and
seeded with grass this fall,

A handrail of pipe and wood
will be installed for safety
along the water,

To the south, a deteriorating

_concrete wall will be replaced

by a stony slope. The present
chain link fence separating the
property from the still-used
Guilford railroad wacks will be
removed from the northem end
of the property. At the south end
of the site. the fence will he left

in place because of steep drop
to the tracks below.

Samples are still being taken
aronnd the area, including
behind the dam at the south end
of the property. The results are
expected in July,

The tannery warehouse on

Route 346, which is still being |

used, may have “hot spots” that

will have to be dealt with, said

McVickars. Hides were stored
under the building at some
point and that could have
caused contamination, she said.

The hydroelectric plant and
the dam over the river will stay.
The plant is part of a .6 acre
parcel owned outright by Con-
necticut  businessman  Jan
Exman, who also holds the
maortgage on the tannery prop-
erty.

The plant is in poor condition
and hasn't opcrated in years,
said McVickars. But the agency
is not planning on dealing with
either the plant or the dam, she
said.

A marker documenting the
history of the tannery, including
its role in the changing of child
labor laws in the United States,
will be installed as part of a
deal struck with Vermont His-
torical Society. The tannery was
considered an important histori-
cal building, but its condition
precluded attempts at preserva-
tion.

Instead, the building was
thoroughly documented inside
and out by the state and the
EPA so its part in the history of
the state won't be forgotien.




“There's chromium and insect-
cides, like DDT ... ,” said Leslie
McVickars, waving her hand
toward a small lagoon last weel
McVickars, project manager for
the Environmental Protection
Agency’s Superfund cleanup of the
site, led a citizen’s committee
researching the reuse of the site
and engineers for the project on a
walking tour of the area.
There's a roster of contaminates
in the multiple lagoons that lie
between the railway and the river,
just north of the now-demohshed
tannery complex.

“It's primarily heavy metals and
ow levels of dioxin,” " said

McVickars. _

The good news is that there
appears to be a layer of clay under
the sludge in several iagoons. The
clay would minimize seepage into
the ground underneath, and make
removal of the sludge easier, she
said.

Private wells in the area haven't
shown any evidence of contamina-
tion, said McVickars.

The lagoons were created in the
1970s to contain the chemical
waste sludge from the tanning of
hides. But that early attempt in
enwmnmental conservatism creat-
ed its own host of problems.

The “defritus of an old pump-
house in the back of one lagoon is a
chilling reminder of the poorly
thought-out solution to the compa-
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IEOEton Banner
RTH POWNAL, vt —
ite is a Jush wilderness: Bu'ds ny’s me%mﬂinewlypassea
weep through the trees, bullfrogs Ieg%“m Dﬂ'lot% :
sellow forth from ponds thick with en water in the lagoon
sattails. To the west ms the fast-  reached a certain level, it was sim-
flowing Hoosic River Phgumpe@ﬁlghtmtoﬂle_near-
A visitor might believe the area s byll%said Vickars. .
untouched wetlands, or even a o Is D@eﬂﬂYmeﬂymg
wildlife preserve, Butalockedgate -In preparation of work on
discourages entry and signs warn ¢ 12goons, the next phase in the
- Underneath the pm:lds Iurks a will depend on what
i stew of chemicals and héavy met- ﬂllagoons partly depend on w
als, waste from thedefunct Pownal ¢ town wants to do with the site.
Tanning Company. The federal agency is working

closely with a re-use assessment
steering committee, made up of cit-
izens and Pownal select board
members. The town received a
grant through the EPA, one of the
first of its kind in the nation, to aide
in utilizing the scenic, but polluted,
acres.

That project, in turn, is tied into
another town initiative — the con-
struction of a wastewater treat-
ment plant to eliminate waste from
North Pownal now flowing into the
river and ease the strain on’ failing
septic systems 1n the densest areas
of the town. -

The tarnery Iagoons are the opti-
mum site for the treatment plant,
leaving plenty of room for other
Uses, such as recreational areas or
a combination of recreation and
commercial uses, say town leaders.

But in creating the toxic ponds,
the tannery also created a wetland
that now has to be protected, said
MecVickars, That means if one or
more of the lagoons is elirninated, it
will have to be recreated else-
where,

A preliminary survey shows a
number of residants are interested
in trails by the river and possibly a
boat 1aumch, said Alison Church, an
engineer with Greenman-Pederson
Inc. of Albany, N'Y. and planner for

s s Pownal officials and EPA
wrestle withcleanup of con-
taminated tannery lagoons

the reuse committee, ) )

“They want to keep it low key.”

Others have expressed inferest
in open fields for athletics, painted
out Den Prouty, a member of the
committee.

Church said there could be some
flexibility in dealing with the wet-
lands, depending on what the state
deems necessary. :

That means by the end “of the
year, state and federal agencies and
thetnwnwi]lhavetouymaombine
different needs =~ & Wastéwiater
facility, wetlands protection, envi-
ronmental restoration and commu-
nity desires — into a unified vision.

The final result could be several
years away, wamed McVickars.
But, she said, “there’s a lot we can
do to get it {the lagoons) into a pos-
jtive condition where you can do
what you need to. We want to hear
from you.”

The reuse assessment committee
also wants plenty of input from
town residents.

A public meeting to discuss pos-
sible uses of the lagoon area is
scheduled for July 12 at 7 pm. at
the North Pownal fire house.
Representatives from the EPA w111
be on hand as well.
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¥ - ationa! facilities are at the top of

FAr the list of possible uses of the for-

mer Pownal Tanning Co. site,
" according fo a preliminary survey
- by the town’s reuse assessment
steering committee.

Alison Church, planner for the
project and engineer with Green-
man-Pederson Inc., explained the
results to more than 30 townspeo-
ple at a public hearing Wednes-
day night."

Nearly 1,000 surveys listing
possible uses for the tannery were
sent out through the elementary
and middle school, mailed or
picked up at DI’s Country Store.

Fewer than 200 people
responded to the survey, some

through telephone’ interviews. A
$100,000 grant ‘this year. to

little more than 100 surveys came
back out of 900 passed through

- the schools. The surveys weren't

ready until the last week of
school, and that probably
accounted for the poor response
said Church.- - -—

But those res:dents who dld
respond put boating, canoeing,
fishing and walking areas as their
top choices for the tannery. That

was followed closely by trails for '

skiing and biking, plcmc areas
and lawn games, and an ice skat-
ing rink.

Of the 78 adults who complet-
ed the surveys, lawn and picnick-
ing areas came out on top, said
Church. The town's children
opted for the higher-activity
options, including the ice rink.

Other options on the list
included municipal services,
including the planned wastewater
plant, commercial, industrial,

Recreational uses top the list
on survey for Pownal Tannery

Adulis who completed the surveys opted lawn and
picnicking areas came out on top, said Church. The
town’s children opted for the higher-activity options,

including the ice rink.

educational and housing possibil-
ities.

The tannery, including the
lagoons, wetlands created by the
company to contain run off from
the tanning process, is now
undergoing a Superfund clean-up
under the direction of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agengy.
The wetlands could be a sticking
point for any reuse project, and
the town and state are in ongoing
discussions azbout their future,
said Church.

The agency gave the town a

explore reuse options at the site,
part of a new program to.encour-
age puitting Superfund areas back
into community use.

The EPA will bring the site

back up to the present standards. .

in North Pownal, which is mostly
zoned residential, but a lot
depends “on which direction the
town wanis to move forward,”
said Leslie McVickar, EPA pro-
ject manager.

Right now, the town doesn't
have a lot of specific locations
zoned for industrial use,
explained Select Board Chairman
Nelson Brownell. Instead, a con-
ditional use permit is used, giving
the community more leeway in
deciding how to use the area and
more voice in how to use it, he
said.

“If you go through conditional
use, people can come in to hear-

ings and restrictions can be put
in,” he said.

The wastewater treatment

plant, while not getting a lot votes -

on the survey, is still being
planned with the tannery in mind.

The state of the art facility
would use minimal space and
shouldn’t interfere with recre-
ational uses,

A tour of similar plants in Ver-
mont tumed up several towns that
put recreation and wastewater

facilities side by side, including -

Montpelier, said Brownell. ..
“I thmk it was very infora

tive,” said Pownalite Penelope-

Fehr of the meeting. “B f.'the
consuitants dida’t get:
input as they wanted."”.

Cne womail compla.medrﬁmt o
the__committée__hadn't ddne *

enough to reach more peopie in
the town, especially those with no
children in the schools. .

Church and Russell Ryan, an
engineer with Forcier Aldrich and
Associates, said the survey was
just preliminary and more exten-
sive outreach in thc town would
be done.

“We need that input, we rea]ly
do, to make the right decisions,”™
said Brownell.

The meeting will be broadcast
tonight on CAT-TV at 7:30 p.m.

Two more public meetings,
including one on Aug. 30,.will be
held before a final decision on the
site is made. !

K
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GRAFTON — In a minor set-

tack at the Fisherville Mill site,

- officials have now found lead
confamination there and must
await testing before continuing
the cleanup.

According to David J. Dun-
ham, the executive director of
the Central Massachusetts Eco-
nomic Development Authority,
the agency that owns the site,
Environmental Protection
Agency officials detected the
lead in the ash there about a
week ago.

“It's not screaming high lev-
els of lead, but it's there,” said
Mr. Dunham.

The Aug. 3fire reduced theold
textile mill to 2 jumble of bricks
and tangle of metal and granite.
Crews working for the state De-
pariment of Environmental
Protection and EPA have been
on the site performing the inj-
tial stage of the cleanup.

While testing material at the
site, EPA officials discovered a
minimal concentration of lead
within the ash, Mr. Dunham
said, about 5.75 parts per mil-
lion. The state’s acceptable
standard is 5.0 parts per million,
he said. The lead is likely the
remnant of lead paint used at
the mill.

EXCEEDED LIMIT

EPA officials are continuing
to test the ash, he said, because
one pile was found to contain an
acceptable concentration of
lead, while another exceeded
that limit. Therefore it is not
clear yet whether alead cleanup’
will be needed.

If so, however, removal of the
lead will neither be costly nor
complicated, Mr, Dunham said.

“It shouldn't make a signifi-
cant difference,” he said.

~Lead is found

at Fisherville

Setback for mill cleanup :

The lead contaminants can be
disposed of in one of two ways,

he said. The material can be

treated with a cement slurry,
which removes the leaching
characteristics of the lead, and
then hauled away atabout $60 to
370 per ton. Or it can be removed

——

R —

¢This is an obligation
that needs to be
carried forward.”

DAVID J. DUNHAM
CMEDA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

at about twice that cost per ton
without any treatment, he said.
He said it is not clear how
many tons of lead-contaminated
material there are, but that it is
“not alarge quantity.” -
The discovery is a small set-
back following the successful
first phase of the cleanup. The

EPA has finished removing as-

bestos-contaminated material
from one corner of the site. The
front portion of the site now ap-
pears mostly clear, with one
large pile of rusted metal that
will likely be sold as scrap, Mr.
Dunham said.
FINANCIAL CHALLENGE

The DEP takes over the next
phase, which will entail devis-
ing a plan to treat the ground,
which is contaminated with tri-
chloroethylene, an organic pol-
lutant,

The task at hand is fo deter- -

mine the extent of the plume of
that pollution, Mr. Dunham
said.

Though the cleanup has been

moving along smoothl_y.
CMEDA faces some uncertain-
ty. The agency, which hgs been
overseeing the cleanup, is near-
1y out of funding, Mr. Dunham
said. CMEDA has previously
operated on funds generated
from project revenue and
grants, but is now seeking state
funding to continue operation,
Mr.Dunham said. Therearetwo
bills under consideration in the
Legislature that would create
funding for the organization, he
said.

“We're in a transition stage,
but we're trying to find ways to
keep work going on at the site,”
he said. *This is an obligation
that needs to be carried for-

ward.”

-
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Excavators from Maxymillian contractors clean up the Pownal Tannery building last
fall as part of the Superfund project. With the buildings razed, the town must consider
how to best use the pmpeny whrch is located fn the center of Norrh Pownal Vt a!ang

Roule 346. ~ - .
Pownal looking to -
potential uses for the

By Michael J. Card-

With the major cleanup efforts compleled
at the site of the former Pownal Tannery in
North Pownal, Vt., EPA and town officials
are looking forward 10 potential uses for the
site, They held a meeting last week to get
input from citizens about what uses they would
like to see for the recuperating site.

The Pownal Tannery stood on the northeast
bank of the Hoosic River, The site includes a
lagoon area, a2 dam once used for hydroelec-
ric power, easy access to Boston & Maine
Railway tracks and a level area where the
buildings once stood.

"'Selec't bbarc'l membcrs have already Been

-eyeing the property 1o establish a‘ wastewater -
-'treatment center for parts of the town. Ata.
- recent tour, they found new treatment facitity

former Tannery.site --

technology that eliminates space and smell,

which ‘could meanthe site would be- ablc 10 '

‘support a multiple use.

_.The town received.a $100,000 grant under
a new EPA program to :nvestlgate potential
uses for the site.

Atthe meeting, the overwhelmmgresponse
was to clean up the property and use it for
recreational use, including a’canoe launch or
picnic areas. Citizens would like an area for
public use, although some expressed interest
in finding business or industry to locate there.

The initial phase of the cleanup. project
ended this spring; the EPA will continue to
monitor the site and may Have to address
hazardous materials trapped in the lagoon
area. Ji
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Report on Pownal Tannery site a work in progreSs

By Susan P. Bush

Berkshire Eagle Staff

POWNAL, Vt. -- A health risk assessment of the former Pownal Tannery site
released last week by the federal Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry should be reviewed by the public but not considered an "end-all”
document, according to Susanne Simon, regional representative for the ATSDR.

The report is available at the Solomon Wright Library on Church Street for review
by the public.

The tannery site was listed as a Superfund National Priorities List site by the U.S.
Envirenmental Protection Agency in 1998 and received federal funding of $8
million for the demolition of the tannery building, the capping of a landfill once
used by the tannery and excavation and reseeding of the building's surrounding
grounds. That work began last summer and is nearmg completion, according to
EPA project supervisor Leshe Mchckar _

RCORETI N RS B PO A DT I

Superfund revenue did not include rcmedlatlon of five waste treatment lagoons that are also included as
part of the tannery site. McVickar said the EPA is preparing a feasibility study that will examine
remediation options for the lagoons and the costs of specific remedJes That report should be released in

June, she said.

The public health assessment has designated the site as a public health hazard based on data gathered
fromthe site during ATSDR visits in December 1998 and May 1999. ATSDR officials also met with
townresidents in May 1999 to discuss concerns about the site. -

Among the residents’ concerns were the health affects of various contaminants remaining at the former
cattle and sheep hide tanning facility when the facility closed its doors in the late 1980s. Contaminants
inchuding dioxin, arsenic and cadmium were detected on the site, accor_ding to the ATSDR report.

Trespassers and children who played at the site prior to the building demolition and other EPA
remediation may have been exposed to hazards by touchmg contammated areas, such as bmldmg walls

or brwthmg contammants accordmg to 1he report

Exposure assumptions

The report states that because the habits of trespassers cannot be accurately détermined, ATSDR
officials made "certain assumptions" about trespassers in order to evaluate exposure risks. Those
assumptions include the premise that the age of trespassers was school-age and.above, that intermittent
exposure was occurring at a maximum frequency of three days a week for between two to five hours per

- day, that exposures to hazards occurred at maximum detected concentrations of those hazards, and that
. the main manner of exposure was through direct contact with contaminants. -

9/26/00 12:}
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The report states that it is unlikely that non-cancer, adverse health effects would occur due to the
specified exposures. According to the report, exposure to contaminants with a documented link to cancer
probably caused no significant increased risk of developing cancer because of the exposure.

However, the report does state that the estimated exposure level for manganese exposure in children
"slightly exceeded the health guideline." Based on the trespasser assumptions developed by the agency,
children who played at the site were probably old enough to have avoided ingesting or eating large
quantities of site soil and are unlikely to suffer adverse health effects, the report said.

But the report-also refers to certain physical hazards at the site, such as the building, the building's
basement and areas near the river that are considered dangerous due to the potential for falling into the
river, as current hazards, although they have been rectified by the EPA site remediation.

An update required
"They [the ATSDR] need to have up-to-date data, and we will provide that," McVickar said.

For example, the building has been demolished, guardrails and handrails have been erected near the -
river, and the site where the building stood has been excavated and reseeded, McVickar said.

Simon explained the discrepancies between the report findings and actual conditioﬁsat_the tannery.

“This is one of the difficulties of preparing a docurnent while remediation is going on," she said. "When
we don't have the most recent data, there is a potential that a document may not state actual conditions.
At the time this document was written, changes were bemg made. The primary contammants have been
mediated by the EPA" :

" Simon also said that even with the site remediation, the site is no place for children to play.

"But kids will be kids, and where there's a fence, there's a challenge," she said.

Snnon also stressed that the report is a draft document

Updated information will be incorporated into a final report as well as public comments related to the-

* draft document, she said.

Public comment on the assessment will be accepted by the ATSDR until Oct. 16, she said. Comments
should be in writing and should be mailed to the Chief, Program Evaluation, Records and Information
Services Branch, Division of Health Assessment and Consultation, ATSDR, Mallstop E56, 1600 Clifton

Road, NE, Atlanta., GA 30333.

© 2000 by MediaNews Group, Inc. and New England Newspapers, Inc
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Pownal tannery land clean-up should start by end of July
SLhrar e

Friday, June 06, 2003 -
POWNAL — The clean-up for the town's polluted tannery lands should start in the Iatter part of next month, an
environmental official said on Thursday.

The select board held a meeting with members of the Environmental Protection Agency to discuss progress in
cleaning the toxic sludge from the former Pownal Tanning Company property. The prgject could start as early
as late July, said Dale Weiss, environmental analyst for TRC Companies, Inc.

"We will be awarding the contracts for the clean up around July 4. The prep wortk for the clean up should begin
by the end of the menth, and work continue through December - weather permitting,” he said. TRC was
contracted through the EPA to oversee the project.

The prdject should be close to completion by July 2004, but minor work will continue up to the deadline of
Sept. 30, 2004,

The project's moving forward is crucial to keeping federal dollars involved in the project, said Leslie McVickar,
EPA spokeswoman.

"Washington has to believe the project is deserving of the money it will receive,” McVickar said. The town's
-waste water treatment facility - which will be located on the tannery lands - helped promote the clean up
project because, "it is something the town really needs," she said.

Federal money has paid for 90 percent of the project, while the state has kicked in the remaining 10 percent.
The current portlon of the project will cost $8.7 million, adding to the $15 milllon already spent to clean up the
, lands. ‘ .

One of the factors holding up the project was getting access to land owned by Guilford Rail Systems, which is
part of the project. The EPA came to an agreement with the railroad company that was "very reasonable,”-
McVickar said.

The clean-up will consist of moving 30,000 cubic yards of contaminated sludge from lagoons one and five to
lagoon three, A mixture of other materials will be added to the sludge before it is bu ried, which will remove
moisture so the sludge doesn't spread after it is buried, Weiss said.

For more than 50 years, the Pownal Tanning Company operated a cow/sheep hide tanning operation on the
site. Before 1962, any hazardous waste produced was discharged directly into the Hoosic River. In 1962, at the
direction of the state, the first lagoons were constructed to hold contaminated sludge, covering 18 acres. In
1982, a sludge landfill opened on tannery property.’

The lagoons are:now loaded with lead, dioxin, PCB, arsenic and chromium. Exposure to these chemicals has
been linked to various health hazards, from low sperm count to cancers and heart disorders.

s
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EPA se{ to finish tannery

POWRNAL (AP) -- The Environmental Protection Agency
wants to consolidate the remaining waste at the closed
Pownal Tannery and entomb it under an impermeable
cap, the agency announced on Thursday.

The $8.8 million project will complete the long-term
cleanup of the Superfund toxic waste site.

"Our cleanup is being done with the community's
interest for the site's future in mind," said EPA
Regional Administrator Robert Varney. "This plan moves us closer to getting
the property back into active use.”

The plan, the third and‘ final phase of the cleanup that has already cost $15

million, will cost $8.8 million. Work is slated to begin next spring. Vermont
, ‘ ; o Safety Ti
At their meeting Thursday night; members of the Pownal Select Board
expressed thelr pieasure In the EPA's declsion to move forward with the Special §
clean up plan, saying it was good news.
"That's a big plus for us," said Select Board Chairman Nelson Brownell "We ':ﬂge&iﬁ
were concerned that it was stalled.” Home & Hs
Who's Whe
The EPA will pay 90 percent of the cost with the state of Vermont paying the DotCom Di
rest, Home Imp
Wedding P
Once the cleanup project has been completed, the state of Vermont will be  Outdoor Li
responsible for long-term monitoring and any future work that needs to be
done, Commun
The Pownal Tannery, which operated from 1937 to 1988 when the owners Benhingtor
ﬁled for bankruptcy, specialized in the chrome tanning of sheepskins. Cambridge
‘Hoosick Fa

. An analysis of the contents of 18 lagoons at the site found elevated levels of North Adar
) Iead arsenlc, chromium, pentachlorophenol and d:oxm Vi

emmnt 15

Lifestyle
removed 13,000 pounds of contaminated material and left over solvents
and other chemtcals 'In 2001, a sludge landfill was capped, and the tannery Heaith & N
building was demollshed Horoscope:
) Lottery Re:
The final cleanup plan calls for consolldatmg the remalnlng sludge into three Soap Oper.
of five lagoons, capping the lagoons, restore the bank of the Hoos:ck River :

and providing for future monitoring of the site. Featured
" - Staff writer Noah Hoffenberg conmbuted to this story - Search the
Heaadhone
. .10/10/02 10:23



Letters

Nota place to picnic

The recent story by Katie Booker, Ban-

‘ner Aug, 19, under the heading “Pownal

plans a communily day” scems to raise

coneernsund.questipns iboul-this cvenl -

and its impact on our commuiily.

While it is laudable that a committee of
residents of Pownal are interested in com-
munity recreation and the bellerment of
our conununily, it would appear that
more guesLions than answers are available

.. particularly from a committee of citi-
zens without expertise in PCBs and the
relaled cancer associaled agents of (his
byproduct.

, The slory goes on Lo state that the
cevent is (o provide the commitiee with the
publics ideas on expectations for the siles,
it will also be used as an open forum to
discuss the problem of PCBs in the
Houosic River.

With the ongoing developments in
Clarendon, what appears (o e a cancer
cluster or high risk arca for relaled cancer
«discases, would seem also to be a concern
for Pownal as it looks to develop recre-
ation facilities in and dround a Superfund
sile.

We only have Lo look to the west (GE’
cleanup of Hudson Riyer) to see the scri-
ous problems, the enonmous ts, and -
health related concerns of dealjrg! with =
PCBs, very serious commumtylconcerns
which should not be intertwined with hot-
dogs, children and publics expecﬁnmm
how can we have meaningful cxpcctallonq
if we do not know the extent of the danger
that the PCBs would exposb,é:ur children
and residents?

Would sensible people p:cmc or
“recreation” at or near the Love Canal?

‘And what's up with the Vermont State
Department of Health-who will be avail-
able for questions and: may: bring some
informational paperwork to] istribute? 1
thought the health dcpa c: ent were the
experts, not. @ local récteatibh citizens
commitiee. Should they not be the point
on this type of serivus public concern?

When an income survey was requested
numerous limes at various sewer project
hearings and meetings, it was discounted
and not deemed necessary (o ascertain if
the projects cost, could be bome by the
communily.”

1 would call upon the powers that be to
conduct a survey, a survey .of health-relat-
ed iliness and concerris in the Pownal cor-
ridor that*might shed ‘some significant
tight on having a recrealion area or play-
ground in- this area. The community
should not have to be exposed 1o unneces-
sary health'risks at this sile or any other
site in town without knowing the health
liability (irst.

And whiit dangers exist in the nearby
landfill that also might. lmpdct recreation
in and about these zlre,as? &N

-+ RAY SHIELDS

-~ Pownal

7

Tican Town Band. 1 also want to thank the
Bennington Republican Town Commitice
for sponsoring and supporiing our Lown
band.

This summer the town band gave a
free concefl al the Villagé at” Fillsided
Pond, performed as part of the Betler
Benninglon Corporation’s “Summer in
the Park Concert Scries,” and performed
on a float in the Battle Day Paraxde.

During our concert uncler the tenl, we
had so many musicians participate that
there was little room on (he stage lelt Tor
the conductors! Jolin Dunliam pesformed!
awonderful saxophone solo on the theme
o “Titanic.”” Lyndon Moors, our guesi
conductor, has been a great assel to our
band. ]

At the parade, a mishap in coordina-
tion feft the band without a truck for its
{loat. As the front seclions of the parade

were already moving down Main Street,’

our fortunes changed by a Beonington cil-
ize's great show of comnmnity spiril.
When Scotl Sweel, who was all set to ride
his four-wheeler in the parade, realized
the bands plight, he voluntecred his
truck, flat bed (railer and himself 1o drive
the truck. Thank you Mr. Sweet! Thanks
also 1o the Vermonl Veterans Home for
making your community room available
.for our rehearsals.

The town band consists of musicians
from the {ull spectrum of ages. Hwas won-
derful to watch Leens getting lo work next
to professional musicians.

The Benninglon Republican Town
Band is open (o any musician who-can
play at a middle school level or above. -

Our last concert Lhis season will be at 4
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 21 at the Bennington
Station Restaurant, as part of 2 cclebru-

tion of President Calvin Coolidge’s visit to

Bennington. The afternoon, which is
sponsored by The Calvin Coolidge
Memorial Foundation  (www.calvin-
coolidge.org), will have many cvents for
all ages Lo enjoy.

Al 2 pm., “Calvin Coolidge™ will be at
the Bennington Monunicnl. At 4 pam.,
historic marker will be placed near the
Benninglon Station Restauranl, where
President Coolidge gave his famous “Ver-
mont is the State Flove™ speech. “Presi-

dent Coolidge” will give his famous .

speech at Sp.m.
Student, amateur and prol'cssmndl

band musicians are welcome to partici- .

pate in the Sept. 21 concert. Picasc call

4477322 or e-mail beccashepard@mingd-

spring.cotn for more_information. Musi-
cians need to arrive @t the' Beanington
Station by 3 -p.m. wearing a whilc
shirt/blouse and black pants or.skird.
Come and join the fun. :

REBECCA SHEPARD.

North Bennington
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g&n g By Laares it Sievens - ™ 7
ugh the formei Pownal Tmnln;
pidpcrly la"'Notth Powna? hes been 1™
cleaned up, the future usc of large
and holdings and the tun<down factor
plus five lagoons md a landfill - re

insetited, et -

Besides ihe bulldlug that suaku for;
mundreds of fect aldng the Hoosle River,
thiy complicated includes-the fes---

mmamwl.bemddeotmle Route. -
346 that 1he Vermant Nature Cuw:r-

nncywouldhketoget.nmded ACTORS.
he New York border that that tu:el
Department of Environmientil Cofiservation

would like to acquire and some 900 acred ont ¥
he Vermont sidée of the Taconlc’ Range,
most of which the U,S. Forest Service would.,
like 9 add o Orun Momhh Natiooal
Forest. '

Jan Exman, &8 buslnmman of Durham.
Conn., is interested in picking up the bulld-
iag from the defunct tannery and s hydro-
electric system, to generate electricity for
tenantsto-be. Averilt Cook of Catamount
Pellet Fuel Corp., Adams, remains inter-
ested, either in developing the slle hhnclt
or betoming a tepant.

Vermont's Agency of Natural Re-
sources and the federal Environmental
Protection Agency are studying the site

me mterested pa

- cf Natum Resources, pians to

.ANRBlnalydn

md doing limited remediation.
"-opment waits further loformation on the
= degree of lability that might be inherited.
By a division of ksbor, Vermoat b8 wock- .
Ing aon pollution outside the bullding.
Woods, a for the

spend the
$360,000.setilemént the state reached -,
with the formerty bankrupl cmnl:any of
tapping the former tandfll - perbaps aft

He explains concern aboul the lagoony, A
“where the company put liquld waste, |-
- based [n part on thelr jocation within the
_100-year flood plain of the Hooslc River.
"'Ihe tined landfill, which has been certificd

* for solid waste, is out of the flood plsin,
material takeh from test -
wells that have bcen sunk around thé
landfill and kagoces Lo see If toxic material

chromlum be,
‘Conrad Smith, - Vermont assistent attor-

ety
ervoir and wateg gystem fnrz.'v oméd!" [’ filling a third cell with-iludge-from the la:

includes rire 2ng cadaigeréd plant apsh’, §e00S, < IO

es, Pownal tanneryhse is uncertain
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“‘The federal
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- |s geitlng In10 the groundwater ~ mma%muamwem -
nary indicatlons are thal & small amount of - ltular soncern. Aftiough 1 Fre.

“inoved from bulk tanks on

c ]

government worked lmlde )
‘u:e bullding. Danek, a utlve of Rowe, "

plac'e‘the properly on the nd&mum! mﬂwm alitn place. It's just
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ney peneral for environmental protection, 1.
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Danek szys thal, as an altemative, the site
may be onc of the first for a new program,
the Superfund - Accelerated Cleanup
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-’ " Althoogh uncertainties are slowing dis-

position of:the prdpérty, John H Roe, dl-
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-] The
" The dea! would include &
.private developer bf'the bulldlng sltc,
“Oreen . Mountald -~ Natlonal  Forest,
N’YDEC ‘and the Nature Conscrvanty —

mﬂm ACIey; plus the New
Yort hnd for to {hat state.

Michaé! Schrotz of the Seridee
says be i wailing for the Pownal Sclectmen
ta hrvite him back Lo discuss federal owner-
- ship of the property, plus 138 acres pri-
vately owned just to the south. GMNF
wanis support from the eommunlly before
it-moves.

Cook, who lays he— speads $10,000 10
512.000 & month ‘oh. ¢lectricity for the

present condition the state might be abie lo pated biphenyls. Sediment sampied were - - grinders wsed in makleg wood peliets, is
strike a deal with the new owner to limit his taked o the river, coming up w.h nvariely® interested In the biydroelectric site. Re-

-Eiabllity, “depending on the benefits,” fn- |
ciuding Jobs created. A new owner, how-
ever, "muidbeu:m:ﬂytogua compiete,
waiver."

of harmicis sybstances. :

Now the EPA is anab-dng flndings to
decide whether to place the riy on
ibe Natbnal Prlcrky List to lnh: the slte to

- garding the dilapldated building with a
residue of contamlpation, Cook eays he
would just &y soon raze it and build anew on

the slte, e
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From: Ken Norris <kdn13@hotmail.com>

To: pownal@sover.net <pownal@sover.net>; hapsmail@adelphia.net
~ <hapsmail@adelphia.net>; brownn@rpi.edu <brownn@rpi.edu>
Cc: knorris@inlandinc.com <knorris@infandinc.com>

Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2003 9:42 AM
Subject: Response to lefter in Banner

I would like to respond to Mr. Shields' letter printed this morning in the Banner. I plan to send
this ASAP, today. If you have comments, please direct them to my kdn13@hotmail.com e-mail.
Ken

Letter to the Editor

The members of the Town of Pownal Recreation implementation Committee would iike
to thank Mr. Ray Shields for his comments in a recent Letter to the Editor — they give us a
perfect opportunity to correct some misconceptions about the committee’s plans and the town
land the committee is working.

First and foremost, the Pownal tannery mill site and tannery wastewater lagoon areas
which the committee is dealing with is not — again, is not — the source of the PCB pollution
problem in the Hoosic River and is not the only place where there is such a problem. The
source is the old Sprague plants up-river in North Adams, and the entire river — not just the
area around the Pownal tannery mill site — possesses an elevated risk of PCB exposure. Local
health agencies warn of fish and sediment contamination throughout the river, not justin
Pownal. The tannery site has its pollution problems, but the majority of it was soil
contamination which is being dealt with by EPA action.

Another point to make is that the tannery mill site and the lagoons are only a small part
of the Jand the town gained possession of last year and which the committee is now reviewing
for recreation reuse. There are also more than 800 acres of woodlands, mostly between the
Hoosic River and the New York border. There is a warehouse and parking lot on Route 346.
There is more to be considered than the sites the EPA has or is the process of cleaning up.

Additionally, it is true that the committee does not have “expertise in PCBs and the
related cancer associated agents,” as Mr. Shields says. What we do have, however, are
concerned citizens who have taken the time to meet with, listen to, and question federal and
state officials who do have such experhse

The issue of PCB risks in the river is one of the major topics belng discussed by the
committee when it comes to reuse of the area. People use the river now — fishermen,
canoeists, kids swnmmlng oh hot summer-days — so what the committee is considering is-how
the town should use its river access, including how that access might be used to better |nfonn
people as to the condition of the river.-

Finally, Mr. Shields says he has questions and concems about the committee’s plans
for the old mill site. But every monthly committee meeting has been posted, every meeting has
been open to the publle every meeting has seen committee members willing — eager to —
~ listen to any public questlons and concerns. Sadly, however, Mr. Shields and few other citizens

have attended.

Up to this point, there have been no decisions made, no final recreation plans.
recommended to the Board of Selectmen for final approval, that is what the commiittee is

9/10/03
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slowly but surely doing now. The reason for the Pownal Community Day is not to say
what will be done, but to inform the public on what could be done and see what they want fo be
done.

The members of the Pownal Recreation Implementation Committee invite Mr. Shields
and all Pownal residents interested in the issue to come to the old tannery mill site (state
Route 346 at Furlong Road) Saturday, Sept. 20, from noon to 3 p.m. At that time and place,
committee members and state health officials will be present, information will be available to
the public, and comments and suggestions from the public will be sought.

Ken Norris
Chairman, Town of Pownal Recreation Implementation Committee
Pownal

Sénd and receive larger attachments with Hotmail Extra Storage.
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