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FACA Members:

Melanie A, Marty, Ph.D., Chair 1 Iuly 25. 2007
Cal/EPA , Office of Environmental Health e
Hazard Assessmant

1515 Clay St. 168™ Flcor Administrator Stephen Johnson

Qakland CA 94612 i ' :

(510) 620.3154 . U.s. Enfv 1r0nmen?:al Protection Agency
1200 Permsylvania Ave WW

Laura Anderko, RN, Ph.D. | Washington D.C.

Henry Anderson, M.D.
John Balbus, M.D., MPH
Sophie Balk, M.[.

Ms. Beatriz Barraza-Roppe
Ms. Claire Barnett

Subject: Review of the Research Translation of the EPA/INIEHS
Children’s Centers: Accomplishments and Opportunities for the Future

Dear Administrator ) ohnson:

Mr. Angelo Bellomo The year 2008 marks the tenth year of the EPA/National Institute of

Davic Carpenter, M.D. Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) Chiildren’s Environmental Health
Ms. Shelly Davis, Esq. and Disease Prevention Research Centers Program (Centers Program).

Mark Dickie, Ph.D. Consequently, it is prudent to review the program and its effectiveness in
Maureen Edwards, M.D. MPH translating research results into public health policy, and make

Natalie Freeman, M.D.. Ph.D. recommendations for the future. EPA established a Workgroup comprised

of members of the Children’s Health Protection Advisory Committee
(CHPAC) and the Board of Scientific Counselors (BOSC) to assess the
ability of the Centers Program to translate their research findings in a
manner useful to public decision making. After review of the Workgroup’s
Findings Document (see attached) the CHPAC is pleased to offer its own

Woodie Kessel, M.D. observations and recommendations regarding the Centers Program.
Mr. Robert Leidich

Janet Mostowy, Ph.D.
Wiliam Sanders, Dr.B H.
Anne Turner-Henson, RN, DSM

Howard Frumkin, M.D., Ph.D.
Gary Ginsburg, Ph.D.

Daniel A. Goldstein, M.D.
Mr. Richard J. Hackman

CHPAC Observations

The CHPAC has concluded that the Centers program represents an excellent
Ms. Susan West Marmagas investment that provides both short and long-term benefits to children’s
Charles Yarborough, M.D,, MPH health consistent with EPA’s mission:

*  The Centers Program has been instrumental in initiating/conducting
research that provides a basic science foundation for improving children’s
health and development and frequently assisting in translating that
research into changes in policy and practice in community and workplace
settings to improve public health;

¢ The wanslation of research in ways that is geared for community-based
organizations, health professionals, policy makers and the public-at-large
is a cornerstone of public heaith research;

¢ The use of Community-Based Participatory Research (CBPR) strategies
have substant:ally enhanced the effectiveness of research. including its
scope and utility for rapid translation into policy and practice; and
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b)

o

d)

g

Broaden Representation on Advisory Boards

© Advisory boards should be comprised of a diverse set of stakeholders including
not only community leaders, parents, health professionals, and non-governmental
organizations, but also federal, state, and local agencies, whencver possible,

Improve and Document Effective Risk Communication Strategies

0 At the program's annual Centers’ meetings, ensure sufficient time for Centers to
discuss lessons learned in risk communication;

o Create incentives for Centers to evaluate the effectiveness of their risk
cormnmunication techniques leading to prevention and intervention; and-

o Document lessons learned, contribute to the literature on risk communication
principles, and provide opportunities to publish.

Link Centers with Gther Outreach Entities

o Assist Centers in outreach efforts, such as connecting Centers to existing
organizations and networks that have created effective outreach tools (e.2. to the
grantees of EPA’s “Building Health Professionals Capacity to Address
Children’s Environmental Health” Grant Program).

Translation and Integration

o Encourage the development of processes that capitalize on and integrate lessons learned
and best practices from the Centers into future epidemiological studies such as the
National Children’s Study.

Broaden Role of Center Researchers

© Encourage Center researchers to participate in public health decision making.
The role of scientists in public health includes considering how data can be used
by policymakers, community-based organizations, public interest advocates, and
-~ industry and conveying the science to them objectively in the context of policy
discussions.

EPA Support for Academic Researchers

¢ Develop symposia for academic researchers to present Center work, CBPR-based
research, and the results of Center research translation.

Additional Rationale for Maintaining Centers Program

The unigue value of the various research centers in the Centers Program is that they provide a
range of opportunities for the translation of research findings into practice and policy that are
otherwise much more difficult to achieve through the efforts of individual researchers alone.
Following are 2 number of specific atiributes of a Centers-based approach to children’s health
research that make this approach even more valuable for public decision-making efforts.

e  Opportunity for Integration: The case studies generated by the Center investigators for

the joint CHPAC/BOSC Workgroup deliberations demonstrated that integration occurs
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In conclusion, based on the Workgroup findings and scientific opportunities that greatly benefit
from a Centers-based approach, we strongly urge you to continue funding the Centers Program,
-and to consider supplemental funding to capitalize on the translational activities of these Centers.
We thank you for considering these recommendations, and would be happy to discuss them with
you or your designee.

Sincerely,

7o @ ey
V%%Q /:( @ / :
Melanie A. Marty, Ph.DD,, Chair

Children’s Health Protection Advisory Committee

Ce:

George M. Gray, Ph.D., Assistant Administrator for Research and Dev e1opment EPA

Office of Research and Development

Kevin Y. Teichman, Ph.D)., Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator for Science, EPA

Office of Research and Development

William H. Sanders, III, Dr.P.H., Acting Director, Office of Children’s Health Protection

and Environmental Information

Hugh Tilson, Ph.D., Human Health National Program Director. EPA Office of Research

and Development

Gary J. Foley, Ph.D., Director, National Center for Environmental Research, EPA Office

of Research and Development

David A. Schwartz, M.D., Director, National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences
Attachments:

“CHPAC-BOSC Workgroup Review of the Research Translation of the EPA / NIEHS Children’s
Research Centers: Accomplishments and Opportunities for the Future”
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