
GOAL 2: Clean and Safe Water 

Protect, sustain or restore the health of people, communities, and ecosystems using 
integrated and comprehensive approaches and partnerships. 

The Region 10 Water Program’s  mission is to restore, maintain and enhance the overall quality of the 
Region’s water resources in order to protect the health and diversity of the environment for present and 
future generations. Our environmental objectives are to: 
• Protect diverse ecosystems and ensure healthy watersheds; 
• Safeguard human health through vigorous protection of ground and surface water and drinking 

water sources; 
• Prevent and minimize the discharge of pollutants to land, air, water; 
• Promote stewardship for the Region’s water through education and public involvement. 

Objective 2.1: Protect Human Health. Protect human health by reducing exposure to contaminants in 
drinking water (including protecting source waters), in fish and shellfish, and in recreational waters. 

Sub-objective 2.1.1 Water Safe to Drink. By 2008, 95 percent of the population served by 
community water systems will receive drinking water that meets all applicable health-based 
drinking-water standards through effective treatment and source water protection.  (2002 
Baseline:  93.6 percent of population; note that year-to-year performance is expected to change 
over time as new standards take effect.) 

Current State/Major Problems to be Addressed: 

DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS: All four states in Region 10 have primacy for implementing the 
drinking water program.  Currently, 91% of the Region 10 community water systems are meeting all 
health-based standards.  The recent trends over the past three years show a continuous improvement and 
are portrayed below. 
Small Systems Compliance: Currently (based on FY2002 data) the percentage of small community 
water systems (serving less than 3300) meeting all health-based standards is less than that for large 
community water systems (serving more than 3300).  This is the case for all four states. Overall, the 
compliance rate of large systems for FY2002 was 92% versus 85% at small systems.  This difference is 
expected to continue as new rules are implemented. 
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• Storm water disposal Phase II permits shifting to UIC.  Storm water disposal Phase II permits 
are in the process of being submitted.  Several cities have expressed concern that permit limits 
may be too costly and that injection of storm water may be a more economically feasible 
alternative. Therefore, it is possible that the number of UIC Class V wells may increase in the 
near term. 

Strategy Highlights: 

Strategies Tools & Programs M easures &T argets 

Maintaining a strong Drinking 

Wa ter Program 

• Increase capacity of states 

and water utilities to 

implement drinking water 

program 

• Increase capacity of tribes 

to implement programs 

-Meet quarterly with S tates to 

discuss status of program 

-Provide funding via the Drinking 

Water State Revolving Fund and 

Rural Utility Services to utilities for 

infrastructure improvement.  

-Develop partnerships with third-

party service providers 

-Conduct trainings for States and 

water utilities on new rules 

-Provide resources and guidance on 

homeland security for states and 

water utilities 

-Provide resources to tribes to 

develop tribal utilities to effectively 

manage programs.  Provide 

resources via the Tribal Set-aside 

funds for tribes to  build 

infrastructures. 

- Compliance with drinking water 

standards 

-Percent of population meeting 

health-based standards at 

community water systems 

- # community water systems in 

non-compliance 

- # trainings 

Active Source Water Protection 

Program 

- Support state programs to 

complete source water assessments. 

Encourage development of source 

water protection programs. Grants 

for assessments. 

- Work with tribes to encourage 

development of SW AP programs. 

Region 10 provides grants to a 

technical service provider and 

directly to tribes (recipients 

selected competitively).  EPA 

provides technical assistance 

directly to the tribes and/or ensures 

coordination between the tribes and 

the technical service provider 

- # States with Source Water 

Assessments 

- # States with Source Water 

Protection Programs 

- # Tribes with Source Water 

Assessments 

-# Tribes with Source Water 

Protection Programs 
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