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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS
City of Post Falls

NPDES Permit No. ID-002585-2

On April 19, 1999, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) shared pre-decisional draft
copies of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) for the City of Post Falls
with the Spokane River Technical Advisory Committee, a group that includes municipalities,
industry, the State of Idaho Division of Environmental Quality (IDEQ), and the Coeur d’Alene
Tribe. The draft NPDES permit for the City of Post Falls was then issued for Public Notice on June
18, 1999.  The Public Notice initiated a 35-day public comment period which expired on July 23,
1999.  A public hearing was held in Coeur d’Alene by EPA on July 19, 1999.  

The EPA received written comments from the Idaho Fish & Game dated June 23, 1999 and
the IDEQ dated July 22, 1999.  The following is a summary of the substantive comments related to
the draft permit and the EPA’s responses:

1. Comment: Since the fact sheet was drafted, bull trout have been listed as threatened, and
individual fish from the Coeur d’Alene Lake population may occasionally use the reach of
the Spokane River upstream from the Post Fall Dam.  However, bull trout are only rarely
found in outlet rivers and any fish from Coeur d’Alene would be very limited as well as
seasonal (late fall to early spring).

Response: This information is consistent with discussions with the US Fish and Wildlife
Service that provided the basis for EPA’s determination that the permit would not affect
threatened or endangered species.

2. Comment: Part II.G. of the permit includes conditions which prohibit the City of Post Falls
from receiving sludge mixed with sewage from other facilities.  However, the Idaho
Division of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) and the cities encourage regionalization of
sludge disposal.  Therefore, the condition should be deleted from the permits.

Response: The purpose of this provision is to prevent the City from accepting sludge from
another facility and routing it through the City’s sewage treatment plant.  This provision
does not prevent other facilities from sending their sludge to the City’s composting facility. 
Septage is not considered by the Agency to be sludge mixed with sewage, so this prohibition
has no effect on the City’s ability to accept septage. 
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3. Statement: DEQ anticipates promulgating new water quality standards for E. coli bacteria. 
E. coli monitoring will be necessary prior to reissuing these NPDES permits. Therefore, E.
coli monitoring shall be initiated during the fourth year of permit coverage and shall be
conducted at the same frequency as fecal coliform bacteria monitoring.

Response: E. coli monitoring has been included in the permit consistent with the fecal
coliform monitoring frequency and beginning the fourth year of the permit. 


