
EMF Update:  August 20, 2009 
  OIG Concerns Addressed 
  Site Prep Continues 

 
Many of you received the August Basin Bulletin in your mailbox this week.  There have 
been some important developments since that information was written.  (It takes about 
two weeks to complete the government’s production and mailing process).  So that you 
have timely news, we are providing this update by email and on our website.   
 
On August 12, 2009, the EPA Office of Inspector General (OIG) accepted EPA Region 
10's action plan for the East Mission Flats Repository.  The OIG stated that the "planned 
corrective actions address the remainder of our concerns."  The plan is to do enhanced 
monitoring at the repository to address technical uncertainties identified by the OIG, such 
as improving the understanding of the site’s vertical groundwater gradients.  The OIG did 
not require any changes to the repository design.   
 
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) will prepare the monitoring plan with 
input from EPA.  That input will include any comments from the independent Region 10 
hydrogeologist who reviewed the repository design based on the OIG’s request.  DEQ 
expects to complete the plan by November 2, 2009.   
 
Now that OIG’s concerns are resolved, Region 10 and DEQ will continue preparation 
work at East Mission Flats.  Starting today, August 20, DEQ will begin building the base 
pad for the decontamination facility near the entrance.  The pad will be built with about 
14,000 cubic yards of contaminated soils from residential area cleanups.  This equals 
about 1800 truck loads of yard soil waste.  Once the material is placed, the soils will be 
stabilized to protect them from erosion should a flood occur next winter or spring.  These 
erosion controls and other preparation activities are noted in the August 2009 Basin 
Bulletin. 
 
The decontamination facility will be similar to the one now in use at the Big Creek 
repository.  The base for the decontamination facility must be built this year to make sure 
the repository is up and running for the 2010 season.  The base must settle for a few 
months before the concrete structures are built on top.  This will ensure that the concrete 
won’t crack or warp.   
 
EPA Administrator Jackson has received a number of inquiries about the Bunker Hill 
Superfund site and, specifically, the East Mission Flats repository.  Some have asked for 
the Administrator to review the Region’s decision-making, some have asked for a 
moratorium at East Mission Flats, and some have expressed support for moving forward 
with East Mission Flats construction.  Administrator Jackson asked Mathy Stanislaus, 
Assistant Administrator for EPA’s Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response 
(OSWER), to visit the site and directly assess the situation.  The national Superfund 
program resides in OSWER. 
 
Mr. Stanislaus visited the Bunker Hill site on August 18 and 19 to meet with stakeholders 
and see the cleanup, including East Mission Flats.  As part of his review, the Assistant 
Administrator may reconsider the work being performed at East Mission Flats.  This 
could include stopping development of the repository.  As this review is completed, one 
of his main considerations will be to ensure that EPA is fulfilling its mandate to protect 
public health and the environment.  This includes an assessment of the implications of 
delaying development of the East Mission Flats repository.  A delay would slow the 



residential cleanup and cost contractor jobs, including the new jobs created with 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (i.e., stimulus) funds.  The Assistant 
Administrator plans to make his decision soon. 
 
For more information on the OIG investigation, go to the EPA East Mission Flats 
Website at:  
http://yosemite.epa.gov/R10/CLEANUP.NSF/sites/east_mission_flats_repository 
 


