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Midnite Mine Site
Wellpinit, Washington

You Are Invited to a Public Meeting

Wednesday, October 24, 2001
Spokane Tribe’s Longhouse

Wellpinit, Washington

3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Project managers from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) are coming to your
community to share information about how we plan to use the data we have gathered during the
cleanup study (“Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study”) of Midnite Mine.  We would like to
hear your questions and concerns.  Your participation can help EPA make better decisions.

At the meeting, we will discuss recent documents which will be available for you to review.  
These are:

1. A technical memorandum that evaluates information about areas near Midnite Mine and
supports using them as “background.”  Metals and radionuclides are naturally occurring in
background areas, but may be at higher levels at the site due to mining.

2. A description of statistical methods for comparing site data to background data.  These
methods will be used to define areas affected by Midnite Mine.

3. An aquatic risk screening document.  It compares concentrations of metals and
radionuclides in site streams and pits to concentrations found in “background” streams.  It
also compares site data to conservative “screening levels” for contaminants that may affect
fish and other aquatic organisms.

4. A plan for assessing risks to the plants and animals at the site.  It will assess risks on land
and in water.

5. A plan for modeling groundwater and surface water flow at the site.  Modeling will help
develop ways to clean up (“reclaim”) the site.  It will also help develop ways to evaluate
how different cleanup alternatives would affect groundwater and surface water.

For more information about the October 24 meeting, please call Debra Sherbina at 
1-800-424-4372, extension 0247.



EPA is wrapping up the field work for the study with a few brief visits to the site this fall to measure
radon.  Data from the sampling of monitoring wells, stream water and sediment, pit water and sediment,
surface and subsurface materials, and radiation measurements will be used to prepare a report called the
“Remedial Investigation (RI) report.”  This report will describe how much and what kinds of
contamination exist at and near Midnite Mine, and where the contamination is located.  It will also include
the result of the risk assessments for human and ecological health.  From this basis, EPA will develop site
cleanup alternatives.  EPA expects to issue the draft RI report in late summer 2002.

Site Background
Midnite Mine is an inactive open-pit uranium mine eight miles northwest of Wellipinit, Washington, on the
Spokane Tribe Reservation.  Between 1951 and 1981, Dawn Mining company mined uranium ore at
Midnite Mine.  Waste rock and piles of ore and protore (lower grade ore) remain on the site.  Two pits
remain open and contain water; the larger, more contaminated pit is fenced to prevent access.  Since 1992,
Dawn has been required to collect contaminated water flowing from the mined areas.  The water is treated
on-site to remove contamination and is discharged to a surface drainage that leads to Blue Creek.  Sludge
from the water treatment is transported by truck to Dawn’s mill, processed to extract uranium, and
disposed of in the lined tailings disposal pond at the mill.  While this effort has helped reduce the amount
of contaminated water leaving the site, a more effective and permanent control is needed to protect human
health and the environment.

Due to elevated levels of metals and radionuclides at the site, EPA listed Midnite Mine on the Superfund
National Priorities List of sites eligible for federal cleanup funds in May 2000.  The EPA RI/FS process
is currently underway.  Sampling results from monitoring wells that EPA installed around the site are
helping us to understand groundwater flow direction and how the water reacts with chemicals in the rocks. 
EPA also conducted a radiation survey of potential ore spills along the Ford-Wellpinit Road.  

Contacts

Elly Hale , Project Manager
(206) 553-1215

E-Mail: hale.ellie@epa.gov

Debra Sherbina, Community Involvement Coordinator
(206) 553-0247

E-Mail: sherbina.debra@epa.gov
You may also call our toll free number:  1-800-424-4372

EPA’s Internet homepage:  http://www.epa.gov/r10earth
To reach the webpage for the Midnite Mine site, click on “Index,” then “M.”

To ensure effective communication with everyone, additional services can be made available to
persons with disabilities by contacting one of the numbers above.
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