CLEANUP NEWSLETTER Spring 2005

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) added Portland Harbor to its National Priorities List of
contaminated sites in December 2000, because river sediments are contaminated with metals, pesticides,
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and petroleum products. This newsletter presents current information from
the ongoing Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study (RI/FS) and provides a progress update on in-water
early removal actions, upland investigations, and source control work.

SAMPLES PROVIDE VALUABLE INFORMATION

A first round of field sampling for the Portland Harbor Superfund site was completed from 2001 through
2004. A second round began last fall. Sampling data provide valuable information about the bottom,
banks, water and aquatic life of the Willamette River.

This information is being gathered by the Lower Willamette Group, under EPA oversight, as part of the
site Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study (RI/FS). The Group includes the Port of Portland, the
City, and some private businesses along the river. The goal of the RI/FS is to understand the level of
contamination in Portland Harbor and how it can affect people and the environment. Sampling results
point us toward what is needed to clean up the site.
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