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SUBJECT: 2002 Base Year Emission Inventory SIP Planning: 8-hr Ozone, PM, ; and
Regional Haze Programs

%,éf Mx,(%; L ——

, Director

Division
1vision

The EPA anticipates that nonattainment designations for the 8-hour ozone national
ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) will occur in 2004, and the designations for the fine
particles (PM, ) NAAQS will occur in the 2004-2005 time frame. Within 3-4 years after
designations are promulgated, States will need to submit new attainment demonstration State
implementation plans (SIPs) for the new NAAQS. A key element in the overall SIP planning
process is the need for updated statewide emission inventories. This memorandum identifies
2002 as the anticipated emission inventory (EI) base year for the SIP planning process to address
these pollutants. Identifying the base year at this time gives certainty to States, and the selection
of 2002 harmonizes dates for other reporting requirements, e.g., EPA’s Consolidated Emissions
Reporting Rule (CERR) that requires submission of EI every three years; 2002 is one of the
required years for such updates.

TO: Regional Air Division Directors

The Agency encourages States to take early action to reduce emissions of pollutants that
cause violations of the NAAQS for ozone (the 8-hour standard) and PM, ;, and that cause
regional haze. States will be able to take credit for emission reductions that occur after the 2002
base year, including reductions that occur before the deadlines for submission of these SIPs. As
a matter of policy, EPA seeks to avoid penalizing States for moving forward early to address
these problems. Attached is additional information.

The EPA is aware that some areas have already begun on a voluntary basis to model for
purposes of the 8-hour ozone standard. These areas may continue to use modeling from previous
base years for each set of meteorological episode conditions for use in their SIP submittals if
these studies are still applicable for an attainment demonstration. The 2002 EI, however, needs
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to be factored into this analysis. For example, the 2002 inventory would be a good choice for use
in modeling “current” emissions. As described in the modeling guidance, predictions for the
current emissions and predictions for the future year emissions are used in the modeled
attainment test'. Furthermore, for reasonable further progress (RFP) purposes, the 2002 EI needs
to be used as the base year.

Please make this guidance available to the appropriate contacts in your State and local air
agencies. Questions on this should be directed to (for ozone) Annie Nikbakht at 919-541-5246 or
(for PM, ) Rich Damberg at 919-541-5592.

cc: Lydia Wegman
Peter Tsirigotis
Rich Ossias
Kevin McLean

'U.S. EPA, (1999), “Guidance onthe use of models and other analyses in attainment
demonstrations for the 8-hour ozone NAAQS, ” DRAFT, May 1999, Web site:
http://www.epa.gov/tnn/scram, under Guidance/Support, file name: O3TEST.







