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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Addressing the Unique Air Quality Issues in Tribal Alaska
Purpose: The purpose of this document is to outline initial steps in developing Tribal air quality priorities in Alaska.  The ultimate goal is an overall approach for Tribes, the State of Alaska and EPA to collaboratively address air quality issues of concern in Alaskan Tribal communities.  It is intended that this consider all forms of air quality problems, whether involving ambient or indoor air, criteria or toxic air pollutants. 

Why are Tribal air quality programs in Alaska unique?

· Alaska has large tracts of uninhabited land throughout which Tribal communities are located.

· Alaska has pristine air quality, interspersed with pockets of anthropogenic pollution.

· Native Villages are unique governmental entities unlike tribes with reservations over which there is clear tribal jurisdiction. The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation has a significant role in air quality management throughout the state including its rural areas.

· Air quality problems are generally local in nature; however they may also be caused by natural emissions sources.

· There are 229 federally-recognized Tribes in Alaska; only one has a reservation. 

What is EPA’s recommended approach to identifying and solving air quality problems?

Three basic elements:

1. Air Quality Assessment: Each rural village wanting to assess the current air quality situation should start with the available information.  This information may include:
· Available, quality-assured, air monitoring data,
· Available source or emissions inventory information,
· Visual observation; “windshield survey” of the potential emissions sources
· Known quantities such as: number of woodstoves, miles of unpaved roads, power generation sources and open burning activities.

2. Identify Air Pollution Priorities and Control Options :

· Identify funding: GAP grants, State, EPA, BIA, or other that can help support work..

· Assess and prioritize pollution sources needing a control.strategy.
· Obtain access to EPA, ADEC, ITEP or other technical assistance that is available.
· Explore potential control options for priority air pollution sources.  
3. Collaboration: EPA, ADEC and Native Villages work together for shared air quality goals.
· Tribes are in a position to assess and identify areas of air quality concern. 

· State has responsibilities for meeting air quality standards in Native Villages.

· EPA has an oversight and capacity-building role.

What activities are the State and EPA currently supporting that may affect Tribes in Alaska?
· Collaborative ambient air assessment project in Noatak and Buckland between Tribes, ADEC and EPA Region 10's GAP Program & Air Program focusing on road dust.
· Air toxics project in Kotzebue and statewide emission inventory.

· NAU/ITEP  workshops, training, and technical support

· Indoor Air training and technical support, currently through Alaska Building Science Network 

· Institute of Tribal Environmental Professionals Alaska specific Clean Air Act Training 

· Regional Haze planning EPA & WRAP
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